
(11 Ammuer, 1921.]18

strict economy must not be exercised in the
endeavour to reduce our annual deficit. 1
trust that the Leader of the Country Party
will exercise all the force of which he is
capable in order to compel the Government
to take that line of action -which his executive
has instructed him to (10 under their rules and
constitution.

On motion by Mr. Boyland, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 1027 p.m
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.80
p.m. and read prayers.

SWEARING IN OF MEMBER.

Mr. Piesse (Toodyny) took and subscribed
the oath and signed the roll.

QUESTION-LAKESIDE FIREWOOD
WORKERS.

Mr. LAMBERT asked the Premier: 1, In
view of the possibility of further industrial
trouble on the Lakeside woodline, is it his
intention to lay on the Table of the House
the exact terms and conditions showing the
concessions granted by the Government to
the Woodline Company on the goldfields con-
sequent upon the settlement of the dispute
in 19199 2, Is he aware that the Lakeside
Company is endeavouring to use the terms
of such settlement to override an award
granted to the engineers by the Industrial
Arbitration Court 9 3, Will he take steps to
ascertain the full particulars of the Lakeside
Company's attitude towards such award and
take such action as may be expedient to pre-
vent a cessation of wvork9

The PREMIER replied: 1, It was not so
intended, but if the honl. member desires this
course to be taken he may table a motion
to that effect. 2, It does not appear that

the 1016 agreement, which was subsequently
extended in 1919, applies to any other than
the members of the Firewood Workers' Union
on the woodlines affected. 3, This is a mat-
ter between the employers and the employees.

QUESTION--STOCK AT NORTHERN
PORTS.

Mrs. COWAN asked the Premier: In view
of the high ruling prices of meat and the
large number of stock available in the north-
ern ports (some 60,000 to 70,000 in the Port
Hedland district alone), can the Government
offer any assistance or propose any scheme
whereby the stock may be brought to mar-
ket?

The PREMIER replied: I will make full
inquiry into the position.

QUESTION-ESPERANCE RAILWAY
AND JETTY.

Mrs. COWAN asked the Premier: What
were the reasons for placing on the Esti-
mates last year the sum of £40,000 for the
construction of a jetty at Esperance flay,
and some £20,000 towards the construction
of the railwvay when the matter had been
in abeyance for years, and when our finan-
cial condition is at so low an ebb?

The PREMIHER replied: (a) No financial
provision was made on last year's Estimates
for construction of jetty at Esperane Bay.
(b) The resolution passed by the Legisla-
tive Assembly on 27th February, 1918-
''That in the opinion of this House the first
railway to be constructed in pursuance of
the programme of railway construction au-
thorised by Parliament should be the Es-
perance-Nortliward line,'' made it incumbent
on the Government to proceed with this rail-
way before the construction of others could
be considered.

QUESTION-ALBANY RA ILWAY
ACCIDENT, COMPASSIONATE

ALLOWANCES.
Hon. P. COLLIER asked the Minister for

Railways: 1, Has any compensation, com-
passionate, or sustenance allowance been
paid by the Government to either or both
of the widows of the men who were killed
in the railway accident near Albany in
November last? 2, If so, what are the
particulars relating thereto?

The MINISTER FORi RAILWAYS -
plied: 1, Yes; compensation was paid to
both widows. 2, To the widow of the late
Dr. Blaekburne the maximum amount author-
ised under Sectioni 39 of the Railways Act
of 1904 was paid, viz., £2,000. In the case
of the widow of the late Mr. Fennel the
maximum amount under the Employers'
Liability Act of 1894 was paid, viz., £,591
12s.
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QUESTION-MININO LEASES,
BROWNHILL COMPANY.

Hon. P. COLLIER asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, How many gold mining leases are
held by the Brownhill Company, Kalgoor-
lie? 2, What number, if any, are amalgam-
ated, and what is the area so held? 3,
When was the amalgamation approved?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied: 1,
It is -presumed that the hon. member refers
to the company called the Oroya. Links,
Limited, and this company holds 18 gold
mining leases. 2, Sixteen of these leases
are amalgamated into three groups, while
two of thenm are not amalgamated. The
total area is 237 acres. 3, The amalgama-
tions were approved on various dates, viz.,
18/1/00, 15/2/00, 1/5/01, 4/7/03, 9/9/08,
and 18/5/10.

ADDRESS-TN-REPLY.

Fifth Day.
Debate resumed from the previous clay.
Mr. BOYLAND (Kalgoorlie) [4.40]: In

the first place I desire to outline my position,
and to explain where I itand so far as the
parties in this House are concerned, lon.
members will know that I was elected as a
straight-out Nationalist, and when I stood as
such my desire was to support the Govern-
tuent absolutely, it' the face of what was
happening in the State at the time. Thete-
fore, I am going to support the Government,
but I wilt not hesitate to criticise anything
that I think, from my point of view, needs
to he criticised. I congratulate onr lady'
member on being elected to a seat in this
House, and particularly for one reason. I
have been fighting for reforms for many
years past, especially in regard to the welfare
of the minersI having been one of them, and
an afflicted one too. Consequently I welcome
the advent of Mrs. Cowan which will serve
to remind bon. members where those people,
who are down and out, and who are in need
of sympathy, are standing. There is no doubt
that Mrs. Cowan, havung worked for so long
in that direction, trying to do good for the
people who are in unfortunate circumstances,'
will he in a position, better than, anyone else,
to bring these matters before the House to
enlist the sympathy of Parliament. I comapli-
ment the Government on the splendid ma-
jority they have. Looking at both sides of
the House one can see that the majority be-
hind the Government is a stout one and there
should he nothing to prevent them submitting
for consideration anything which will have
the effect of htringing about economies. The
country is staggering under a huge deficit
ani with the help of the criticism which has
been offered in the public Press, the Govern-
ment, 1 have no doubt, will try' to get the
State out of the difficulties it is in at the
present time. Another matter that I am
pleased about is that the true position has
been put before the general public. 'Mr.

Pilkington, the former member for Perth, de-
livered a lecture before the Land Tax and
Land Valnes League, in which he outlined
the true position of affairs, and he should be
th~anked for making that position perfectly
clear. 1%e find now that the Premier has
clearly outlined the position so far as the
trading and business undertakings are con-
crned. This will enlighten thd public and
show exactly what the Government are up
againist' with a very-smiall revenue. I conr
tend that the Government should concentrate
on these utilities which are really needed to
push the country along. For the time being
all superfluous matters should be absolutely
dispensed with, should be left for considera-
tion when our State is in a better financial
position. I shall not enter into details on
the subject of finance, because the Premier
and the Leader of the Opposition and the
member for North-East Fremantle (Hon. WV.
C. Angwin) have dealt with that question
exlhaustive-ly. We have had enough of fig-
"i-es for the present. I sincerely congratulate
the Leader of the Opposition on his offer to
h~elp the Government. If only his party will
back up the member for Boulder in that
respect, all the people of this State will ac-
claim the lion. gentleman as a statesman solic-
itous to help the country out of its*difficulties.
The mining industry is what I particularly
rep~resent.MYI constituency is well known;
indeed, the Golden Mile is world-famous.
Wthat I am against to-day is the tone of
pessinism which one hears everywhere con-
cerning Kalgoorlie. Leading business men
and leading financiers of Perth arc heard to
say, '0Oh, the goldfields have gone down;
they are settled at lost, I believe.'' But that
is not so by any means whatever. Only last
week's newspapers reported that the Old
Bayley 's mine had found a schistose lode 8
feet wide, of which the values are £6 18s.
per ton. At -Mount Monger, towards the
North-East of the Monger Proprietary Mine,
a new show has been discovered assaying
from fidwts. up to Qozs.- I fail to under-
stand wvly, in the face of such reports, people
should think that this State's goldfields are
going dIown. Years ago the south end ore
channel of the Golden Mile was deemed by
leading geologists to be non-existent. Then
a party came along with a divining rod,
with the backing of a few shop as-
sistants and othe-r people in Pert!,
located the south end ore channel. The
Government Geologist has given it forth,
through the 'Minister for Mines, that
the material of this south end ore
channel is the sme as that of the Golden
Mile. Let hon. members consider the possi-
bilities to Western Australia of that dis-
covery, in the light of the fa-t that the Giol-
den Mile has proucued over 72 million
pounds' worth of gold. The Golden Mile, let
me point out, comprises only Rome SI0 aces,
while this new discovery offers 21,1 square
nile, for exploitation. The possibilities are
beyond comp1 rehension. Having regard to Hal-
gooriie alone, there is no ground whatever for
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lpessim~isnm as to the gold mining industry
of Western Australia. Thea. there is the Mount
Monger field. The "Snalgoorlie Mfiner'' of
Tuesday last reported a new show with as-
say values of from Bdwts. to 9 ozs. I had the
pleasure of journeying up to 'Mount M.%onger
recently, aud I went down a. show there. The
contention of the Government Geologist as to
that field has been that the gold would not
go down; or, at all cvcnts, the Government
Geologist issued a report which was con-
strued as having that meaning. Certainly, his9
report absolutely killed Mount Monger for
the time being Hadl it not been for the
genuine prospector, Mount Monger would to-
day be relegated to obscurity. But what is
being dlone there now in fact? One of our
grand old prospector;, Mr. MeCahon, with
others, hung on, and various other parties
hung on also, notwithstanding the fact that,
in the face of the pessimistic report of the
Government Geologist, a number of options
had been turned down. The result is that
MeCahon and party to-day have about £30,000
worth of gold in sight in their little show
alone. Another result is that the 'Mount Mon-
ger Proprietary Co. are to-day crushing stuff
going over 2 ors, On the south side of that
property theie is a. show called the Lass of
Gowi, which also has plenty' of crashing
material. I suggest to the Minister for Mfines
that his department should do something at
Mount 'Monger. We have heard of unemn-
ployinent on the goldfields, and, unfortu-
nately, it is considerable, though I do
not think it is so widespread as the
Leader of the Opposition has stated.
There arc numerous old miners unemployed
on the Golden Mlwho are perfectly
fit to ito out into the Mount 'Monger district,
and there are rich lenders in that district
workedl to the water level, or worked to
depth in the hard ground with which hand
labour cannot cope. WithI al coIIpresso;r anti
a gas engine andI a couple of steel drill9, those
leaders could be further exploited, and thous-
ands of ounces of gold weuldl probably he
won. We shall not get another Kalgoorlie
in a hurry; perhaps we shall not see another
Golden Mile in onr lifetime. But, neverthe-
lesq, the 'Mount -Monger lenders have crushed
from 4 to 12 ounces per ton. Unemployment,
as I have said, exists on our Eastern Gold-
fields: and I feel sure that the lending in-
spector of mines at Kalgoorlie, who thor-
oughly' knows- the genuine miners andi bona
fide prospectors, could organise partics ot
them to go out and exploit thor3 .%vtt
Monger leaders, with the assist-ince e f the
Mines Department. Let me say partieularty
that I am not condemning the Mines Ihepart-
mnent. Our present Minister for Nl ine.4 is one
of the most sympathetic Ministers I hart-
ever known-, and I have found occasion to see
him repeatedly since my ele'-eiou as member
for Kalgoorlie. T offer thui lggestion in
order to hielp to win moore golrl. We hear
plenty of criticism of the Mines Departun'nt.
Now, I believe in giving credit where credit
is due, and therefore T speak of the Mfinister

for 'Mines as T found that hon gentleman.
Those leaders at "Mount Monger can be
worked and exploited as I have said. I am
sure that the ]eading inspector of mines at
Kalgoorlie would, if called upon for A report,
back up my forecast that thousands of
ounces can be won in the Mount Monger dis-
trict alone by the means I suggest. I motored
through that district only a week or two ago
in company with the leading inspector of
mines of Kalgoorlie, and when we crossed the
Great Western Railway within eight or ten
miles of 2Ifouut Monger I1 said to him, "I
think this is soine of the finest country I have
seen for prospecting; tbis country should con-
tain thousands of ounces of gold "' Since I
made that remark, the Press hai reported the
occurrence of an alluvial rush on that very
spot over which we were motoring at the time.
Therefore, I contend that with a little assist-
ance the possibilities of our goldfields are
limitless. There is still another new develop-
ment. to report. I refer to an old mine of
which a company called the Lake View South
had] possession for a number of years, eventu-
ally abandoning the property. A party of
working miners and prospectors went in again
and opened up a lode, worth, I believe, ounces
to the ton. The Great Boulder Co. have
turned down an option over the property,
and this morning's newspaper states that the
Associated Northern Co. have turned down a
similar option. But for what reasoni On
account of the heavy taxation involved,
which would amount to something like
£25,000.

The Minister for Mines: They ean get over
that, if they, like.

Mr. BOYLAND: I know that the Govern-
ment intend to bring down a Bill to overcome
that difficulty. The sooner that measure is
introduced the better it will be for the min-
ing industry. Nobody in the world is taxed
by Governments like the prospector is-by
State and Federal Governments alike. I am
sure the Governmuent of Western Australia
are sympathetic in this matter. Let me men-
tion a ease in point. Not long ago an old
prospector came to me. He has been prospect-
ing in Western Australia for 27 solid years,
and prior to that lie was prospecting in New
South W~ales. During all those years he has
been helping to develop Australia. He is
helping to develop Australia tn-day. This old
prospector was on Hampton Plains before thle
boom came. He wats prospecting there, trying
to find a lode. He did find a lode before the
boom occurred, and he sold it. To the first
instance, he had to give two Shylocks 1,000
paid up shares for assisting. In the second
instance, hie got shares paid up to 6s. per
share. And to-ay the Taxation Department
are looking to him for payment of a tax
which he cannot pay for the simple reason
that hie got practically no cash and that he
cannot sell his shares. For six months be was
unable to dispose of his shares on the miir-
ket, and in the meantime the boom had
broken, so that this old prospector received
practically nothing. He did get a very

t87



188 ASSEMBLY.]

small amount in. cash, and on that
he willingly paid taxation. But now
he comes to me and says "'Do you think it
fair that alter my 27 years of battling I
should be called upon to pay this taxation
that I cannot pay? The Taxation Depart-
mient are making a dishonest man of me."
I went to the department, but the depart-
nient could do nothing. I am pleased, there-
fore, to know that the Government are
abont to introduce legislation to provide
against such unfair imposts. I sincerely
hope and trust that the Bill in questiofi will
be among the first to be introduced. The
Lake View Gold Mine during six months
of its existence turned out a ton of gold
per month. Indeed, I believe that during
one of those months it turned out no less
than three tons of gold. However, the
management treated those three tons as a
reserve, and spread that gold over six
months. That mine to-day is looking better
than it has done for years. Previous man-
agers had cut the inside out of the mine,
as the saying goes. Instead of working the
property in a conservative fashion and
averaging values, as the Great Boulder and
Golden Horseshoe and other managements
did with their mine;, the Lake View man-
agement simply cut the inside out of the
mine; and they did that for market pur-
poses. The company, like other Western
Australian companies, has sent hundreds of
thousands of pounds won in this State away
to other parts of the world to look for fresh
properties. It is the prospector Western
Australia has to depeud upon for the find-
ing of new mines here.

Mr. J. Thomson: Hoar, hearl
Air. BOYLAND : During uty election

campaign I happened to get hold of a re-
port of the Great Boulder Proprietary Gold
Mline for 1914. That report Was a revela-
tion to me. It spoke of lodes bearing in
from the No. 23 level of the Great Boulder
Perseverance into the Great Boulder Pro-
prietary, and from thode Homne very flue
assays were obtained. But Mr. Hamilton,
in his conservatisni, said that it would not
pay to work, as tile lodes were to. snmall. As
a miner of life-long experience, as a man
who has worked in the mines of this State,
I assert that neither Mr. Hamilton nor any
other man knows to a foot what is in front
of him on the Golden Mile. E have seen
instances of where lodes have been passed.
I have seen a shaft go down andi a
erosseut go in, and two drives have
heen put in, -and then a drive has
come up from the other direction, with-
out values being found, and then the
block that was left has subsequently been
opened up, by cutting in the other way,
and has yieleded 21 ounces per ton. As
an instance I may quote what is occurring
on the Perseverance Mfine to-day. Tributers
are there working the mine successfully,
whilst the company could not wake it pay.
And the reason why the company could not
make it pay was that they did not work

the mnine in thle proper manner. They set
out to get large tonnage-from 18,000 to
22,000 tons per month-and they were
taking mnllock with the lode. The upshot
of it all is that to-day the prospectors have
cut their tonnage down to 6,000 per month,
and are making a huge paying proposition
of tile mine. The work of the tributer has
returned to the people of Kalgoorlie some
£E20,000 or £E30,000 worth of gold per month.
I for one will be very pleased when some
solution is found in connection with the
Tributing Act. A Royal Commission is now

'sitting to investigate matters in connection
with that Act, and in the circumstances I
have no wish to go further into this phase
of the question. If, however, the tributers
do not continue their operations in connec-
tion with the mining industry, it will mean
a loss of from £E20,000 to £;30,000 per month
to the people on the goldfields. It will
practically close up Xalgoorlie for the time
being. Reverting to the Lake View South
mine, there are great possibilities ahead of
the mine if it is opened up as a mine by
people who can provide the necessary capi-
tal, put in machinery, and go on with
development work. It may possibly turn
out to be another mine like the Lake View.
Should that ho the ease, we will see 200
or 300 men employed there, and a new
avenue of wealth opened up for Western
Australia. 1 desire to touch on the matter
of wages on the Eastern Goldfields. I was
sorry to hear the Acting Leader of the
Country Party refer last night to the wages
of miners and to heat him ask why the
miners could not take a smaller wage for
the time being, so as to help the industry
along. The miner on the Eastern Goldfields
has been one of the worst paid men and
the most long-suffering for years past.
Through all circumstances he has stood
loyally by his work, but the fact remains
that he has been exploited. To-day, while
the men on the trains receive 15s. 10d., the
men on the Golden Mile get 16s. per day.
If we add the goldfields' allowance of
is. 6d. per day to the wage of the former
it would make their wage up to 17s. 4d,
per day. In view of that fact, can it be
contended that the miner is over-paid,
or that he should agree to accept a
reduction ? On the contrary, should we
not put forward every effort to re-
duce the cost of living ? We are losing
a fine national asset onl the Eastern
Goldfieds. I refer to the low-grade ore, which
is being left behind, while the mining of the
high-grade ore is receiving attention. We
cannot expect men to go down into these
mines, to go dlown into laces which, I term,
absolute hell. They arc not treated in a
fair or just manner, and working conditions
in. the mines are not at all satisfactory. To-
day it is not minling; it is quarrying. The
mines have attained great depths and be-
cause the matter of ventilation was neglected
in the early stages of our mining industry,
the work in the lower levels is positively
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cruel. The mn in those mines should re-
ceive more adequate pay compared with the
men who are employed in centres such as
Perth. In the Senate recently, Senator
Lynch declaimed against men on the trains,
and in other avenues of similar employment,
securing high wages at the expense of the
primary producers. The wages of the men
in the mines went from 11s, 2d. minimum to
1.s. 4d. in the past. Senator Lynch de-
elaimed against the primary producers being
debarred from receiving as much as the men
who had soft billets arising from the work
of primary production. When it is con-
tended that the wages of these men should
be cut down, let members pause and consider
rather the advisability of concentrating on
the reduction of the cost of living. The
Governments of Australia, and, for that
matter, the Governments of the world, have
been helping to maintain a high cost of
living. It may be a revelation to members
of this House when T mention that the war
time profits tax in England brought in a
million a day, while a perusal of the Aus-
tralian statistics shows that the Federal au-
thorities collected £2,500,000 on account of
the excess profits tax. The effect of this
tins been to encourage the profiteer. Three
or four weeks ago I read in the ''Western
Mlail" that the profits arg, 100 per cent.
more to-day than in pre-war time. We can-
not get away from the fact that, because the
profiteer is encouraged as I have indicated,
no should concentrate in an endeavour to
reduce the cost of living, so as to make wages
more adequate. If that were done, the low-
grade ore, which is now being left behind,
could be treated. I do not know if hon.
members can imagine what it means. if
that low-grade ore is left hehind, it can
never be worked profitably, unless wages
come down to black country conditions. This
is a wvhite country and wages should not be
allowed to reach that low level. The ore has
to be mined with the rich ores in these days,
and for that reason the low-grade ore cannot
be mined in the future under existing condi-
tions. We found out only last year that ain
agreement was entered into to send our sur-
plus butter overseas. Whilst our local butter
was being exported, large quantities of mar-
garine were being imported. The lending
pspers of the day published statements
showing that the margarine was deficient in
vitainines. One of our leading analysts, Mr.
Mann, reported that it was deficient in that
direction. Despite these facts, our children
were expected to eat margarine, while the
mocre wholesome butter was being exported
overseas. Was that not a scandalous state
of affairs? Here, in tbis glorious country
of Australia, our local product could not be
used for the benefit of our children, but had
to be sent overseas so that the profiteers
could reap their profits. In their references
to the excessive profits said to have been.
made during the war by our wool people,
members who dealt -with that subject were
rather unfortunate. I do not know whether

[9]

those particular miembers have read the
statements made by Senator Guthrie, who
stated in the Senate that the price the pas-
toralists received for their wool during the
three and a half years uip to June, 1920, 1
think, was Is. 2',1:d. per lb. The Senator
,went on to say that at that price the cost
of material would be about 8s. 3%d. for a
suit length. We must remember that 7 lbs.
of greasy wool make up three and a half
yards of cloth. From this it will he s9een
that the men who are making the profits on
the wool are not the wool people themselves.
The profits are,' made by those who handle
it subsequently. Recently a witness, giving
ev-idence before a Commission, stated that it
cost him 8s. 6d. A yard for tweed in
Flinders-lane and he found that it cost 28s.
pei yard to purc hase in the same place later
on. Senator Fairbaira, one of the richest
men in Australia. told the Senate that he
wanted to bay a couple of natural wool
singlets, and he found that he had to pay
35s. each for them in a city shop. IT~e wife
weut to one of the suburbs of Melbourne, I
think it was Prahran, and she bought Aus-
tralian, all-wool singlets for 11s. 6d. Natur-
ally the lady contended that her buy-
ing was far better than that of the
Senator. T do not think that profiteering is
going on as far as the wool men aria con-
cerned, but certainly it is indulged in by
those who handle it subsequent to purchase
from tbem. That procedure was encouraged
through the incidence of the war time profits
tax, f or the reason that the Government
were collecting the money.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr. BOYLAND: When the Acting
Leader of the Country Party said that the
miners should take a smaller wage, in order
to assist in keeping the mining industry go-
ing, he might have directed his attention to
the price of wheat, which stands at 9s. per
bushel. It should be remembered that the
war was not won for the farmer alone, and
that when the price of his wheat went uip
triat very fact would have its effect through-
out other industries. We must not adopt
the attitude that the farming industry is the
only one which must be considered. I grant
that the farmer must get a fair price for his
product, just as the producers of our cattle,
sheep, or -fruit must get a fair price for
their respective commodities. I also grant
that the Government of the country should
see that those people get an adequate market
for- their products, besides getting a fair
equivalent in price for what they arc pro-
ducing. In addition, they can get more than
that, if possible, when the goods are ex-
ported overseas. With the price of wheat
at 9s. per bushel, bread is sold on the gold-
fields at 6i'/2_d. cash, and that has been the
price for some time. I want members to
throw their minds back to the time of the
great coal upheaval, when the Federal
Governament found it necessary, during
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thle war period, to grant a 'bonuis of
3s, Gd. per toil to the coal mines;. That
3s. Gd. per ton cost the Mount Mforgan gold
inine in Queensland over £E7,000 per year for
hard coke. How can any industry stand up
to those prices? How can other industries
carry on under such condlitions, and hlow can
the cost of living be brought down in such
eireumstaaees 3 in many industries the in-
creased cost cannot be passed on. The gold
wining industry is one of those, for we canl-
not pass on the cost in the price otf gold.
'We have been fortunate in receiving the
gold bonus, but even then, that bonuis has
only just kept the industry alive, and no
more. The Chamber of -Mines need never
hlave been so pessimistic, however, as they
were when the award, in connection with
the mining industry,, was delivered. There
was no need for that pessimism for the mines
had had their good times, and( had made large
profits during their good periods. They were
not penalised. in those days.'- Yet to-day we
are told that the wolf is at the door. The
mining companies have declaimied for years
that the saine wolf was at the doors of the
companies. Now, they have comne to the
Country Party and have got their members-
to say that wages mnust come down. I pre-
sime that they have approached the Country
Party because I find that the latter are
fighting the miuing companies' battles here.,
lBeca'ise the mining industry representatives
have joined the Primary Producers' Associa-
tion, their claims are being advocated by the
Country Party mnemrbers ini this Chamber.
If these low grade ores area to be uitilised
in ouir gold muimes, the cost of living mnust
be reduced, and the farmer imust he pre-
pared to be absolutely fair with the rest
of the community. As I have already mn-
tioned, the war was not fought for the
farmer any tion' than for the other sections
of the community. The people onl the gold-
fields did everything possihle to bring about
a satisfactory result to the war. Their en-
listments were abnormal, as also were their
contribtutions. On the goldfields we psaid
to the wives and children of soldiers who
were ait the Front the difference hmtweeni
the Iusband 's military pay and the imoney
he was earning- in civiliant life. We continiued
to do that. right throuigh, and subsequent to,
the Lvar until auedi time as time husbhands re-
turned and were re-established in civilian
life. For instance, onl the Gr~at Boulder
gold mine over £1,000 was subsc ribeil to
the different n-or funds. That was sinkIlIy a
wonderful effort. Australia lost 60,0011 m;en,
and our population has been depleted to that
extent. In addition to that, we had 189,1110
mna wounded and incapacitated. Gettingf'
down to the sordid side, the inn- eost us in
cash sonic 400 million pounrds. On the whole.
the people of Arstrillia have eontributedl
their shore towards the war an well us an~y
other people, and they shoullil lie considered4
as well as the farmer. Wii-im Mrorris
Ilughes, when hie caine hack from the Old

C'ountry, told the people of Australia that
they wvould be fed first, after which the
primnary producers would be at liberty to
export their wheat and other products for
just as much as they could get for theni.
The whole of the people of Australia Stuck
loyally by the Goverament, and they should
he considered. The whveat mail must study
those in other industries, such as the metal-
liferous industries. If the price of wheat is
advanced, the price of bread follows, and so
it goes on. Ft is a vicious circle, and it has
been outlined over and over again. To say
that the wages manl should be hit first, is
absolutely unfair. Professor Copland made
it clear to us from his charts that while the
wholesale prices stretchled away up to the
top, and the retail prices were next, the
working in's wages were still down on aL
far lower level. It was the abniorroal rise
in prices which brought about the rise in
wagesq. In consequence, in this State wre have
had to dole out charity. Why should that
be, in a rich country like this? Simply be-
cause wages cannot follow soaring prices.
We have to he just to the worker, and see
to it that he gets a fair deal. At a confer-
ence I attended on a wrages question, I
poinited out that a delegate with me who
was a married manl with one son, who was at
the war, was in receipt of £C4 a week. A
manl living orpo~site who has a wife andl six
children wans getting £3 7s9. per week. That
mail wans sued for £'30 by the local store-
keeper. Why- should such a nian have to
go into court? Simply lbecause notwithstandl-
ing his industry lie had not the wherewithal
to liv vii' 1 maintain his wife anti family.
W~ ' v tould that ble periiuitterl in a. country
like' t64' And then WV aIrc toll that wages
ii i t vc'o i nl Why not rHe the cost
of livin, In giving usweta air price?
'Mr, 11111. of thme Country Party in Vit-
two in, in attempting to hit Mr; Hulghe's,
said that the farmeprs would not get a fair
deall front' Mr. Hughes, that if 'Mr. Huglies
had his way, wheat would have been sold
for Os. Oil. M1 fr. Hughes had said he
did not care how imuich the farmer imight
get for his wheat overseas, provided the
faniner feil the people of Australia At A Teas'-
onnlt price, .\Mr. Hughes said that (5s. 6Gd.
wonlil be a 1114)11 reasonable price than 7s.
Sit. llou'evc'r, M.r. Hughes was overridden.
To tl'ose -who say the mliner Should do0 soLar'-
tihing to help the industr -y along, I say the

ushver should be helped in the first place,
and given a chance to maiutain his wife and.
children.

Membner: 'rThe iprice of bread has, not
ranch bearing on the aggregate cost of living.

Mr. BOYLAND: Every increase, even in
the price of bread, has helped to raise the
cost if living. It is a -vicious circle, a, dog
chasing its own rail. Whlat the price of offal
nwnaus, iwe saw from the[ report in the ''West
Australian" of whtat 'Yr. Watson) said ink
respect of the pig industry. We declaim
againstf the importation of two million pounds
worth of products from the East, yet we are

M
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killing our secondary industries by high
prices. If the cost of living can be- reduced
in my district, we shall then be able to work
that national asset which is being left in the
ground, and which possibly we shall not get
later. I am pleased to know that the Esper-
ance railway is under coastruetion and that
the Premier has said that the only first-class
Crown wheat lands of any consequence to-
day are in the Esperance district. The build-
ing of the Esperance railway will scarcely
affect the centralisation policy with which we
have beeni familiar for so many years. This
railway haes been promised by successive Glov-
ernmients. I was chairman of the meeting at
the Half-way, Knlgooi-lie, when the present
Minister for Mines contested the by-election,
and Sir Henry Lefroy announced that in eon-
sequence of the report of the Royal Com-
mission onl Esperanee land, the Esperanee rail-
way would be built. That railway w-ill noat
men any loss to anybody in this part of the
State. Esperanee will not affect any other port.
The chief point is that we shall be utilising
the wheat lands down there. The Premier
says we must have inmnmigration. Obviously,
laud must be found for the immigrants. Why
then,, should not that magnificent stretch o
country be opened up by a railway? Within
50 miles of Esperauce Buy lies the finest fish-
ing ground around Australia. This was
proved by the ill-fated trawler ''Endenvourp
whent she was at work in that locality. How
much better would it be to build up a fine
fishing industry there than to continue im-
porting tinned fish from overseas! We have
had to pay 2s. 2d. and 2s. 3d. for 'tinned sal-
Dion.

Mre. Angelo: The industry at Shark Bay
will remledy all that.

Mr. BOYLAND: 'There id lenty of room for
the expansion of that industry. Our popula-
tion must be fed. The centralisation of the
past haes shown that this country cannot ad-
valces under that policy. Out of a population
of 829,000, no fewer than 190,000 reside
within a radius of 12 miles of the G.PO,
Perth. Practically the same may he said of
every other State of the Commonwealth.
*Ninety per cent, of the freight in each State
goes through the capital city of the State.
We are not utilising our outports. Let the
outports be developed and the country
worked, aud we shall sooa get population.
Only the other day I met an old mining mnate
who, en the promises of PDAt Goveraneats,
had invested £1,000 in Esperanee. None of
those promises having been kept, he finished
up in debt, and for years had to work hard
to pay off big obligation. A few of the men
down there have hung on, feeding their
farms with money in the hope that sooner or
later the railway would come along. I should
like an assurance from the Minister for Rail-
ways that the rails now being pulled up be-
tween Cloelgardie and Kalgoorlie will be
utilised to expedite the Esperance railway.

The Minister for Railways: It is not my
responsibility. The Minister for Works will
use those rails.

'Mr. BOYLAND: I hope the responsible
iniister, whoever hie maly be, will see to it

that those rails are flot taken from the gold-
fields, but will be used to push along the
construction of the Esperanee railway. A
letter in the '"Kalgoorlie Miner'' has de-
clared that this is the intention of the Gov-
erment.

The Minister for Railways: It would be
more sensible to arrange for the construction
of the line from Norseman. We do not want
anly more disconnected railways.

Mr. BOYLAND: The Government have
shown commendable sympathy with the min-
ing prospector. During the election the Pre-
mlier was reported to have said that the re-

cent discoveries on the goldfields had justi-
fled the assistance given to Prospectors. Un-
der the direction of the -Minister for Mines
is a prospecting board and a mines' develop-
ing board. Prospectors recommended by the
prospecting board can he sure of sympathy
fron, the Minister. I do not know of ay
hong, Ede case favourably r-eported upon by
the inspectors which haes been turned down
by the hoard. It is the Prospector on whom
we have to depend. The mining companies
have take,, hundreds of thousands of pounds
out of the State. Who were responsible
for Lake View South, Mount Monger, Hamp-
to,, Plains, St. Ives, and Bayley's Rewardi
Not the Chamber of Mines, not the geologist,
hut the man who battles through the back
country, the manl wit), the small purse and
the bi g heart, the manl who went out with
pic k ad water hag.

Thle Mfinister for -Mines: What haes lie got
Out of the Ives Reward discovery?

Mr,. BOYLAND: Nothing.
The Minister for Mines: Thea what have

some sharks got out of it9

'Mr. J. Thomson: That is the fault of the
Minister.

Mr. BOYLAND: Of course You can always
find speculators exploiting a prospector's toil.
You have the Golden Mile worked by huge
companies. Hla it not been for Hannanls
aInd Other men. the goldfields might not have
been discovered yet. In 1892 I was camped
in' Queensland. There were men there building
uip cheques with a view to going prospect-
ing in the heart of Western Australia.
This was the incentive that caused my father,
my brother, and myself to come to Western
Australia. My father had been on gold-
fields all his life, and having heard so much]
about the possibilities of Western Australia,
caught the gold fever, and we were on our
way here when Bayley 'a was discovered, It
is the hardy prospector who, by finding the
gold, haes done so much to build up this
State. The other man comes along and ex-
ploits it afterwvards, but that is the way of
life, and I do not complain of it. Probably
we would do the same thing if the oppor-
tlulitv occurred. The mnn who deserves all
possible consideration is the prospector, but
he does not ask for too much]. In connection
with the subject of mining, I wish to refer
to the dreaded disease of miners' complaint.
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Unfortunately, I am one of the Sufferers,
and I can speak feelingly on this subject.
A short time ago I was told through a letter,
which appeared nder a nom-de-plunie in the
''Kalgoorlie Miner," that I had only a
superficial knowledge of the complaint. See-
hng that I have been in an awful state of
health during the last seven years, my know-
ledge of it cannot be very superficial. I
stood out with others and fought for the
miners' relief scheme, and have always taken
an interest in my fellow sufferers. The writer
of that letter spoke untruth!fully when ho
Said that my knowledge was only super-
ficial. That man had an axe to grind and
a job to look after, end he acted through a
second party. The Miners' Relief Fuud has
outlived its usefulness. The old age and in-
valid pensions are' being availed of. When-
ever a man becomes stricken he applies for
an invalid pensionj or if he is old enough
for an old age pension. The widows' pay-
ments are on the very lowest scale. I know
of teen who fught in the war and who have
been called upon to assist to support mothers
or widows who were a fair charge en the
fund. Why should they? They went out
and offered their lives for their country.
Luckily their lives were preserved, hut they
are now called upon to assist to shoulder the
burden of supporting a mother whose hus-
band had contributed to the relief fund. The
IMiniers' Belief Fund is a contribntory
scheme, one-third being contributed by the
Government, one-third by the mine owners,
and one-third by the men working in the in-
dustry. These men have a just right to the
mnoney, but the payments are very niggardly.
If I had applied for relief from this fund,
being a man with a wife and three children,
I would have received £2 a week, towards
which I would have had to subscribe. If I
had gone for an old age or invalid pension
and State aid I would have received £2, 2 s. a
week without contributing a penny. These
sufferers contribute their money and en-
danger their lives, and -when they are dying
with this dreaded complaint, they are starved.
Just when they require some of the luxur-
ies of life they have not the wherewithal to
purchase them. They have to depend upon
the benefit societies, in short, on charity.
Thank God I have net had to rely on charity,
but how many of my fellows have had to,
and they have been compelled to accept it
for the sake of the wife and little ones.
Coming to State aid, the widow does not re-
ceive enough. A. woman with five children
w~as augmenting her Miners' Relief Fund
payment by working as charwoman for
the Government for 16s. a week. She had
to keep the house going and look after the
five children. When the eldest child reached
the age of 14, her payments were cut down.
Unfortunately we on the goldfields have not
work for children leaving school and, through
the Trades fll, these children were cut out
because their employcrs could do without
them. Fortunately, the Government showed

themselves sympathetic and helped this
woman. .Why should not we have Something
better than this paltry Miners' Relief
Fund?

[Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.]

The Minister for Mines: Why not have
something to prevent men reaching that
stage?

Mr. I3OYLAND: It is regrettable that pre-
ventive ineasures were niot taken years ago.
The Minister knows that I fought his Gov-
ernment on this matter at the time and came
in for a lot of undeserved criticism. I was
working for men wvhom I knew were down
and out. I visited these men in the hos-
pitals and they said, ''Never mind us, we
are down, but for Heaven's sake look after
the others." Itwas misunderstood, and came
in for a lot of criticism. I take no credit
for what I did, but when I saw these men
going out and the women and children being
left with nothing more than a subscription
taken up on the mine to depend upon-

lion. W. C. Angwin: It was Jabez Dodd,
not you, who worked for those men and got
them assistance.

Mr, BOYLAND: The hon. member does
not know what he is talking about.

Ron, W. 0. Angwin: I do.
Mr. BOYLAND: The Minister for Mines

will remember that it was a small committee
of the Miners' Union who absolutely forced
the Government to recognise the penalty pro-
visions of the Act with regard to ventilation
and the laying of dust. The Minister for
Mines knows that Sates Dodd came in at
the death knock when bie saw that we were
not to be put aside.

Hon. W. 0. Angwin: He did more for the
mien than you ever did in your life or ever
will do.

Mr. BOYLAIND: It is all very fine for
the hon. member to make unfounded state-
ments of that kind.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I know what I am
talking about.

Mr, BOYLAND: If the hon. member had
been acquainted with the controversy which
took place at the time, he would not have in-
terjected ns be has done. It is known on
the goldields and by the sufferers from this
complaint who were the men who fought for
them from statt to finish. The movement
arose out of a lecture delivered by a Wesleyan
parson named Otto Schroder. The whole
country was roused by the controversy we
started and the fund was inaugurated. To-
day we ask for something in place of that
scheme. Jabez Dodd came to the gold-
fields. We invited him to address a meet-
ing of the Miners' Union on the subject
of miners' phthisis, end he came along
with a proposed scheme. We went on
with the proposal and the scheme was
inaugurated. Prospectors have been denied
the benefit of the fund because they have
not contributed to it. A prospector goes
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out and perhaps earns nothing for six or
twelve months. The effects of fibrosis are
sometimes not felt for years, and then all at
once the victim goes down. He consults a
medical expert and is infprmed that he is
suffering from miners' complaint. Yet such
'nen who have been out prospecting are
turned down because they have not contri-
bbted to the fund. When the fund was first
inaugurated, it was made a condition of em-
ploymnent that the men contributed to the
fund. This, however, has been altered,
and a man who has ijot contributed
to the fund for some time has no right
to its benefits. When a man con-
tributes his life to the industry, has
hie not contributed his alli What did Sena-
tor Millen say in answer to a question which
I put to him in Kalgoorlie regarding the re-
patriation of our soldiers? I asked, ''Sup-
pose a man hase been discharged from the
military force for a couple of years and
medical opinion says he is suffering from
war injury, what would you do for himnV'
Senator Millen said, "I do not care if it
is 10 years hence, that man wvill be repatri-
ated if the medical opinion shows that hie is
suffering from war injuries.'' Why should
not the same principle apply to the mine
wvorkers? If the Government are humane,
something must be done in connectiou with
this fund. If these men in the industry are
being murdered-and I use the word ''mur-
dered'' advisedly-simply through the ne-
glect to provide ventilation and to rectify
other disabilities, a remedy should be found

htonce. Although the contributing mteml-
bership has decreased by one-half or more,
the snlary of the secretary has been increased
from £400 to £500 a year, and other expenses
are as high to-day as when the number of
contributors was double. If any additional
benefits were to be disbursed, they should
have gone to the men in w-hose interests the
fund was established. Surely a salary of
£:400 a year for the secretary was sufficient
when a poor devil down and almost out was
receiving only 12s. 6d. for himself and
129. 6d. for his wife. A scheme of comnpul-
sory insurance against unemployment and
sickness should he inaugurated by the
Government.

The Minister for Mines: What about pre-
venting men getting to that stage?

Mr. BOYIAND: Such a scheme would
cut out the charity aspect of the present
fund.

The Minister for Mines: But why not re-
lieve the am before they get to that stage?

Mr. BOYEAND: The hon. member is
Minister for Mines and should act. He and
his predecessors in office are responsible for
the present position. During the war 60
per cent, of the miners who offered their
services were turned down owing to physical
disability. Strapping young fellows had to
be denied the right of fighting for their
country, and some of them almost cried when
they had to stand down. Most of the men
in the Miners' Corps, even under a compara-

tively slight gas attack, died and went out.
Forty per cent, of the patients in the
Wooroloo Sanatorium consist of miners from
Kalgoorlie. Is it not up to the Government
to do something for them? The Government
appear to be taking the line of least resist.
race. SO long as the fund can be carried
on, they are evidently content. Why not do
something for these men by giving them a
sum adequate to live on during the closing
days of their lives? If we had a compulsory
insurance scheme against unemployment and
sickness, these people wvould be in receipt of
a fair rate of pay and the burden of the
scheme would be distributed over the whole
of the people. These sufferers are deserving
of every consideration, and seeing that the
Minister for Mines has been connected with
mining pretty well all his life he should do
sumnething over and above what has been done
to date. Anyhow I am going to try and see
that these people are looked after as they
should be looked after. I intend to say a
few words about the Wooroloo Sanatorium.
There has been a movement for some time
past in the direction of raising funds to es-
tablish a club for the inmates of that insti-
tution. I do not know whether hon. luem-
bers have visited it. The wards are built on
the verandah style, one side being com-
pletely open, to admit of plenty of fresh air
which, I believe, it is essential the patients
should have so that the disease might be
cured if it is possible to cure it. Unafor-
tunately, during rough and stormy weather,
the patients have no place to which to go so
that they might keep themselves warm.
There are no such things as fires, and no-
thing like the beautiful radiators wvhich we
have in this Chamber. Those men, nmnny of
them in a dying condition, have to put up
with the exposure to the elements until they
go to bed at night. We can imagine what
their condition must be in the depth of
winter. The Ugly Men's Association-and
I pay a tribute to thenm because they are
one of the finest bodies of men existing in
Australia-have, I understand, collected
£1,000. An arrangement was made that the
goldfields should subscribe a similar sum of
money and that the Government should then
give pound for pound subsidy. So far as
the goldfields are concerned, however, money
at the present time is exceedingly hard to
get, and those connected with the Mine
Workers' Relief Fund have declared that it
is entirely out of the question to raise that
sum of money. Therefore if the goldfields
cannot raise their- quota it is due ta the Gov-
ernment to go to the assistance of the suf-
feters in the sanatorium if only for the rea-
son that those unfortunate people are there
fo, the benefit of the State as a whole, If
these people wnre walking about the Omureta
of Perth they would be a %niou-a menaice. Con-
sequently we should provide every comfort
for them while they are in the institution. So
far as the goldields are concerned, a pro-
minent doctor there-he has since left the
State-informned me a little while back that
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men were not going to hint with fibrosis, bit
with tuberculosis, which went to prove that
the expectoration which is going ont was the
cause of the spread of the disease Hle de-
clared that the mines underground were a hot-
bed of the disease. The doctor stated that the
snrfaee men -were suffering fron fibrosis and
thle nien underground from tuberculosis. This
too, is what would happen if the mien left
the sanatorium. We butilt that senatoriuini for
the purpose of isolating these sufferers, and
to keep the towns clean and free fronm the
disease, and 'it was intended to provide every
comifort for those people. Otie of their re-
quircients at the institution is a set of
blindc; to provide protection against the east-
erly winds. I had a poor brother who was
dying there, and the absence of blinds just
got on his nerves. The wards are open to-
wards the east and thle winds from that di-
rection give the patients a bad time. The
absence of protection front those winds is a
positive nightmare to the patients when the
winds are blowing from the east. I sincerely
tiost that the Government wvill se that mlat-
tera, of detail such as I have outlined will re-
ceive attention. I am going to make another
small complaint. T do not like referring to
matters such as these, but in the eircumn-
stances I think I am justified in doing so.
The relatives of the inmiates of the sana-
toninm are now compelled to pay for their
conveyance from the Wooroloo station to the
saniatorium, and in addition are charged for

alight meal which they' have there. This is
an innovation and is proving a hardship in
many cases. It was previously the custom to
permit the visitors to tlte sanattoriumt to use
the motor vehicle attached to the institution
free of charge. It is only a, small nmatter for
the Governmnt to grant this concession. The
visitors to the institution were accustomed
to it and it is hard to understand why the
alterations have been made. The inmates are
all poor people and their relations cannot af-
ford to pay the recently imposed charges.
The better off people, who are affected with
the disease, go to thle sanatoriums in the East.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They go to worse
institutions than that at Wooroloo.

Mr. BOYTAND: Very likely. I have noth-
ing lint good to say in regard to thle sana-
toriumi at Woorolno and the nianagemnent.
Every' one who has gone there to report on it
has given thle Chief 'Medical Officer and his
staff great praise for the way in which the
institution is carried onl. I dlesire to say a.
few words with regard to land settlement. 1.
wish to compliment the Government on their
land settlement policy. T -was in favour of
group settlement long before I heard of the
Government's intentions to introduce it. I
do not understand why we cannot prepare
places in the agricultural areas on which to
put those people who desire to go on the land.
The Government, however, are working in the
rix.rht dlirection. The people on the goldfields
did not understand the question, hnt T
showed -them different newspaper articles
which outlined the scheme, and after having

had the position explained to themi many de-
clared their intention of participating in
g7rottp settlement. The Premier has promised
u% a group settlement and he has also stated
that if a party of soldiers an the goldifields
desire something similar he will fix them up
as well. I am a firm believer in the immi-
gration policy of thle Governmeut and they
will have my support in that regard. Imini-
gration mneans our security and national sal-
vation. If we are not to haVe population, how
will the country progress? We cannot go on
as we are doing. The Government arc to be
commended for their attitude in this direc-
tion and I hope they will persevere in spite
of criticisms front outside. I have touched
on the secondary industries problem and
there is no further need to labour that point.
With our primary production advancing we
must perforce go on with the secondary in-
dlustries so as to save the two million pounds
kterling which annually goes elsewhere for
articles which should be produced locally.
The next point I desire to deal with is the
question of unimproved land taxation. Our
existing lines of railways wcre built for the
benefit of thle community; they were built
for the people, and therefore there should not
he any land adjacent to those lines out of
cultivation if it be possible to cultivate it.
Thle owners of this unimproved land are
looking for the unearned increment. Other-
wise why should they hang oa to itl We
have quite recently hand an. instance of this.
As soon as the statement was published that
it was intended to construct a tramway line
to Come, up went the price of land.

Mr. Pickering: Fifty per cent.
Mr. BGYhAXD1: Even up to 100 per cent.

Look at the position at Nedlands and Craw-
ley. See what one has to pay for land there.
And we can remember when it could be got
not so very long ago for a mnere song. The
Governent should concentrate on this, and
I hope pressure will be brought to bear onl
the owners of unimproved land close to ex.
isting railways to compel them to make use
of it. If those people who own that land
will not do something with it then they
should be compelled to pay an unimproved
land tax. It is the man who is sitting tight
n-ho is preventing the advancement of the
country. The Government claimn to be a
National Government. Tf they are so they
are oit for the ntation, and they should take
steps to dio everything that will beiiefit the
nation. One way in which that call be done
is to force thle unimproved land into occu-
pation. -No loaa should be permitted to hold
land in an idle state in the hope of eventu-
ally reaping the unearned increment.

The 'Minister for Agriculture: I agree with
you.

Mr. BOVLAND: We all know that in-
creased production means increased popula-
tion. If we can double our population we shall
lighten the burden which the present tax-
payers are carrying. Instead of one carry-
ing it to-day, there will be two carrying it
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to-mnorrow. If new railways are built, in
the face of what is hapspening, they will
add to tile existing burden. We wilt have
to employ additional people whereas our
staffs ta-day can cope with what is at
present in existence. We should build only
those public utilities that are absolutely
necessary for the advancement of the coun-
try. If it should be necessary to construct
railways to assist people who are really
isolated I would say build those railways
but no others, at any rate not until we get
back to a solvent state. The next point
T wish to touch upon is the duplication of
Electoral Departments. The duplication of
the Taxation Departments has been cut out,
ad the Federal Government are now col-
lecting taxes for this State, with a saving
to us of £E20,000 per annum.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There may be a
saving. We do not know yet.

Mr. BOYLANI3: The preparation of the
rolls for the recent general election has cost
this State a large amount of money. That
expense could have been saved entirely, or
at 'gll events very largely, if the Federal
rolls had been utilised for the compilation
of time State rolls. The State Government,
however, employed house-to-house can-
Vassers.

M~r. Johnston. Only in the cities.
'Mr. BOYLAND: The officer in charge of

the Federal electoral office at Kalgoorlie
knows practically whenever people come
and go; hie has been there so long. In my
opinion, the Federal rolls on the goldfields
are as good as can he got.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The post office gives
the officer information.

Mr. BOYLANID: Tme officer gets informa-
tion from all quarters. In view of the
knowledge available in the Kalgoorlie
electoral office, we could certainly catt out
our State Electoral Department so fer as
the goldfields are concerned; and I have no
doubt the sanmo thing would apply through-
out Western Australia. The State Govern-
meaut employ the clerks of courts offices to
comipile rolls. During my election I dis-
covered that a person whose namne was
struck off the State rolls was not notified.
On the other hand, the Federal Electoral
Department give due notice prior to the
striking off of a namec. When polling day
arrived in Kalgoorlie, people who have re-
sided there for 20 years in one house found
that they, had no vote. ;Such a-thing could
not occuir uinder an amalgamation of the
Electoral Departments. The Federal elect-
oral roll is absolutely up to date. 'Under the
State system rolls can be built up, can be
stuffed, and stuffed very badly. During the
by-election at which Mr. Scaddan was
opposed b~y 'Mr. Lutey, 200 names of our
side were cut off the roll-which absolutely
lost Mr. Seaddan the election. Prior to the
next succeeding election, 605 names were
putt on. Of those 605 name;, 183 were put
on by my side, and thu rest mostly by the

other side. I made inquiries as to whether
everything was in order, and was told
''Yes." But after the election I wats dis-
tinctly and deliberately informed by the
opposition that they knew they were going
to beat mne by 500 votes. How did they
know? Again, when the North and South-
East Province elections came around, I had
to conduct Mr. Cornell's campaign, that
gentleman being at the Front. What did I
find then9 I found roll-stuffing rampant. I
bad no fewer than 3.30 names With crosses
against them to show that they were cases
which should be challenged to sign No. 9
form upon cointg forward to vote. I
found also that the wives of men who were
freeholders appeared on the roll as free-
holders. Their husbands, however, were
still paying the rates. 'We made one dis-
covery after another. We found that there
were votes in respect or camps worth £2Z,
whereas the value should have been £50.
Four or five cases were brought before the
police court, and fines were inflicted.

l Hon. W. C. Angwin: We obtained photo-
graphs of some of those zamps.

Mr. BOYLAND: I can tell the House all
about those photographs. I am going to
deal with all the untruthfulness that was
uttered in this Chamber at the time con-
cerning those houses. After that biennial
election an officer from the Electoral De-
partment in Perth visited the goldfields,
and, as a result, 550 names were struck off
the South Province roll alone, In that
election numbers of people who never had
the valine for the vote were on the roll and
came along and voted. The striking off of
those 550 names in respect of one provine.
shows that the electoral system of this State
is not what it should be. I am not blaming
the Chief Electoral Officer or his staff. The
Chief Electoral Officer was limited in regard
to funds, and could not obtain the same
facilities as were available to the Federal
officer. The latter, if he wants a man or
two to help him along with his work, cani
always get them. The -North-East Province
election Was Marked by practically the same
features as the South Province election: roll
stuffing was absolutely rampant.

Mr. Simons: Who won those two elections?
.%r. BOYLAND: Mr. Cornell and Mr. Ar-

da gh.
Mr. Simions: The rolls were stuffed the-

right way, then.
Mr. BOYLAND: No, they were not.

People who came to me with a less quali-
fieation than wasi necessary end-asked my
advie, were always told by me, "'You have
not got the qualifiation; do not vote; for
I am not going to pay your fine, or help to
pay your fine.'' That was what 'Our side
did; but on the other side politicians were
running around the country getting the sig-
natures of people and putting in claim cards.
The Electoral Department knew -of those
things, but took no proceedings in the matter
-whether such was the policy of the Go-
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erment or not, I am unable to say. How-
ever, three photographs were produced here.
One was a photograph of Mr. Sadlier's house,
built on a. ]eaehold and rated at £15 per
annum; the leasehold itself having a valua-
tion of £10 per annum. The second photo-
graph was that of a house belonging to Mr.
W. L. Crowe; his valuation was £10. He
had voted on the Labour side during the
years before, until the war came about; and
his vote had never been challenged. But
when the roll stuffing was shown up, he came
to me and said, "What must I do? I have
always voted on this qualification.?' I said,
"'Well, do not vote this time.''

Hon. W, C. Angwin: A leaseholder of £10
is eligible.

Mr. BOYLAND: This man had a lease out
in the bush, a stock lease.

Hon. IV. CQ Aagwin: It does not matter
where the lease is situated.

Mr. IBOYLA ND: Mr. Sadlier 's qualifica-
tion should have been £10 in all, including
water rates. In the second case the man had
a dwelling and had the qualification, but did
not vote. The Leader of the Opposition has
said in this House that the man did vote,
but that is incorrect. The third case was
that of a man who had a house partly on a
leasehold and partly on a surveyed road.* His
wife foolishly put her name on the roll as
a freeholder. The husband and wife were
some of those foolish people who would do
anything for Labour. They voted on that
qualification, and eventually were fined for
so doing. Of the three photographs pro-'
dueed, two were absolutely in onr favour,
while the third showed an illegitimate claim,
seeing that the house was partly on a lease-
hold and partly on a surveyed road. Then
there was the case of a union secretary,
owner and occupier of a house, who put his
wife on the roll in respect of a paltry three
or four pounds a year. When that man was
challenged, he said it was due to a set against
him. The only remedy for this state of
things is tG cut out the duplication by amal-
gamating our State Electoral Department
with the Federal Electoral Department. I
may stand again for election, if I last long
enough; and then I shall want no unfair
advantage, but shall want only the votes of
such people as are entitled to be on the roll.
If people are not entitled to be on the roll,
let them refrain from voting. I have sonmc
more matters to briing before the House, but
do not feel equal to the task. On some f utore
occasion I shall perhaps he a little fitter and
able to go further. But I repeat that if this
country is to adlvance in respect of gold min-
ing, we must help the industry in every way
we possibly Qan. There is Io occasion what-
ever for pessimism as regards Western Aus-
tralian gold mining. Gold is being won all
the time, and new finds are being made every
day. Finally, let me express my very sin-
cere hope that the sufferers from miners'I com-
plaint, the unfortunate inmates of the
Wooroloo Sanatorium, will in future receive

that measure of fair treatment which has not
been accorded to them in the past.

Sitting s-uspended from 6.11 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. MeCALLU.M (South Fremantle) r7.30]I:
I join with the member for Kalgoorlie ('Mr.
Boyl and) in his remarks regarding the min-
ing industry and what it has done for Western
Australia. Up to the time of the discovery
of gold, Western Australia was practically
unknown, not only in other parts of the
world but throughout Australia. It was only
after the discovery of gold that Western
Australia moved out of the rut in which it
had been for many years. It was only then
that prosperity was gained by other indus-
tries, and it was through the discovery of
gold that Western Australia was enabled to
develop to its present stage. While I concur
with the member for Xalgoorlie ia his re-
marks regarding what goldmining has done
for this State, I cannot understand him pledg-
ing his unreserved support to the present
Government. When it is realised that in the
speech, extending over 21% hours, which the
Premier delivered the other evening, there
was not a single reference to the mining
industry,' I cannot understand the member
for Kalgoorlie pledging his support as I have
indicated. The Premier did not evidently
consider the mining industry worthy of a
mention in his lengthy speech.

The Minister for Mines: We do not fire off
all our big guns first.

.Mr. Boyland: What the Government have
do ne is shown by the activities on the fields.

Mr. MeCALLUM: If those activities are
such as were indicated by the member for
Kalgoorlie in his speech, I would say that
the activities of the Government were not
characterised by much vim, otherwise why
the present stagnation in the industry? After
the exhaustive address delivered by the
Leader of the Opposition the other night,
I do not think there is any necessity for
mne to traverse the usual ground followed
during the Address-in -reply debate. If the
speech of the Leader of the Opposition erred,
it erred on the side of fairness. No one
could complain of the attitude adopted by
the member for Boulder, nor of the pro-
cedure which he outlined. That procedure
and that attitude will be strictly followed by
memibers of the Opposition. After an ex-
amination of the Governor's Speech, merm-
hers should ask themselves whether there is
a single sentence or even one clause that holds
out hope of relief from the present economnic
prtssure, a pressure which has existed for
the past four or five years. What hope is
there held out for the people as indicated in
that Speech? Are we to understand that the
Government have no policy at all so far as
relief from the present economic pressure is
concerned ? What hope is there of relief
from the poverty that prevails at the present
time and. the hardship manifest in the homes
of the workers throughout the country?
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There is nothing in the Governor's Speech
which outlined the policy of the Government
which would indicate that the present Ad-
ministration have any policy in that connec-
tion.

The Minister for Mines: Did you go to
the football match yestcrdayi

Mr. MeCALLUM: Had the Government
anything to do with that function?

The Minister for 'Mines: There was a re-
cord gate taken at that match-,% record for
Australia.

Hon. P. Collier: What does that show?
The Minister for Mines: It does not show

that there is too much poverty about.
Mr. MCCALLUM: It means that the

people enjoyed some relaxation, Does thelliii-
ister contend tbat people should exist with-
out relaxation? The fact that there was a
record gate does net affect the position I am
referring to. floes the Minister object to
people finding Is. 6d. for the privilege of a
little relaxation at a football match? The
Minister himself has enjoyed relaxation all
his life, and does he desire to debar others
from a little enjoyment? That is not the
standard of life he has usually followed. I
contend, however, that sonmc relief should be
given to the people who are suffering from
economic hardships at the present juncture.
I agree with the Leader of the Opposition,
and I will strictly follow the lead that he
has given us, when he says that so far as
the finances of the State are concerned, that
question will not be made a party matter.
No attempt will be made by me to mhake any
political capital out of the present state of
the finances. We should all give of our best
in the attempt to solve the problems that are
ahead of us, and should under no circum-
stances seek to make party political capital
out of the financial position. 'While agreeing
that that is the attitude which must be
adopted, T would remind hon. members that
the attitude which the Opposition intend to
adopt is far different from that adopted by
members now sitting onl the Ministerial side
of the House when they were in Opposition.
When Labour was in power, members now
occupying the Ministerial benches were never
tired of stating that the finances of the State
could never be straightened out nor yet could
our financial position be solidified until thle
Labour Government were turned out of office.
In those days they did not come forward
with any offer of help to the Government of
the day; they did not argue that thle State
finances should not be made a party political
matter. Their one aim seemed to be to get
rid of a so-called incompetent Labour Gov-
ernment, and more especially were they de-
termined in their efforts to get rid of the
then incompetent Treasurer.

The Minister for Mines: They woke up.
Mr. McCALjUM: Thbey wanted a Govern.

ment of business men; a Government com-
posed of men with business acumen. I have
often been highly amused at the use of that
term. -In the official position I held for
many years past, I often met our business

men and I found that there is nothing they
like so much as to be termed ''business
men.'' As soon as one refers to them as
''business men'' out go their chests and
they strut about like peacocks. No matter
if they only have a few tin tacks and a few
pots and pans to sell, they are all business
men. These people desired - a Govern-
ment composed of business men. They
arc satisfied to have a Government
composed of business men now. They
have such a Government, but where is there
any alteration since the Government of busi-
ness, men hare been ill power? The policy
adopted by the Leader of the Opposition of
not making the finances a nmatter of party
politics is not a new one so far as Labour is
concerned. The Premier has admitted on
mnore than one occasion that the Labour
Party have pursued that policy. We will
continue along those lines. On the other
hand, however, that is not the policy adopted
in the Eastern States by the parties in opl-
position to Labour Governments there. In
Western Australia we are playing the game
and we are being fair to the country. What
is the policy of the parties in opposition to
Lnbour Governments in the Eastern States?
Tale Queensland, for instance: in that State
action was taken to send a delegation to
London to do nothing else than to pursue an
endeavouir to ruin the financial credit of that
State. The delegation went to London in
order to prevent the Premier of Queensland
from floating a loan to develop that rich
State.

Hon. P. Collier: They wvanted to ruin
Labour.

'Mr. McCALLIJM: They put every ob-
stacle in the way of the Labour Premier so
as to prevent him from securing capital.

The Mlinister for 'Mines: They were not
quite silent when I was in London.

M r. 'McCALLITM: You were with us then,
and that made all the difference. These
people were willing to do anything to defeat
the Queensland Premier, and they were not
concerned with the interests of the State.
They were actuated by party political mo-
tives. These parties were not willing to
drop their own politics when dealing with
the financial position. They were willing to
brush the Labour Party aside so long as
they could get a clear run for themselves.
That attitude is not confined to Queensland,
for when the member for Boulder (Honl. P.
Collier) and I were in Sydney a few dlays
ago we were informed that similar opposi-
tion was being raised against the New South
WVales Labour Government and was evidenced
against the Premier, Mr. Storey, in London.
We hare most reliable information to show
that inquiries are being made from London
in Sydney as to the provisions of certain
Bills w-hich the Labour Government intend
to introduce, before they will sanction
the Government 'a loon going on the
London money market. That is the
attitude which is adopted on the financial
questions by the opponents of Labour in
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thle Eastern States. It shows that
when it conies to the test, the question has
to be laced as to whether we are to submit
the propo~qals of Governments in Australia
before tm- become the laws of the land, for
the approval of the London Jew-tme London
financier. If any self -governing people are
to he expected to do such a thing, the sooner
the people's, eyes are opened, and a stand
mande on the question, the better it will be
for the self-governing dominions as a whole.
These are thle things that have happened in
the Eastern States, and I hope that party
politics will never reach such a low level in
Western Australia.

'MUr. Teesdale: Hear, hear; that is right.
'Mr. MeCALLUMF: I hope there will be

no suet action so far as wre on the Labour
side of the House are concerned, and that
members on the -Ministerial side will never
sanction ally such action.

Hon. WV. C. Ankgin: It was done in
1911-12.

Mr. 'MeCALLUM: I know that.
Mr. Underwood: It is a pity it Was not

effective, too.
'Mr. McCAL1XM: We are putting that

aside, however, and we are not ndoptimg any
spiteful attitude. We will put thme interests
of this State and its finances beyond mere
spitefuflness. We have done that and Yet we
are thle one party accused of standing out for
political party purposes apart from coin-
siderations of the interests of the State.
When it comes down to the real test of the
things that count in the interests of the
people as a whole, there can be no question
hut that the Labour Party can claim to be
national in its attitude, no matter whlat in-
terests have been brought into thme fight. I
do not intcnd to deal extensively with the
financial position, bot while Labour was in
power, the Press of the State and our op-
lmonemits were never tired, of complaining
about the taxation the Labonr Government
heaped upon the people. The present Gov-
eriminent have actually doubled direct taxation
since they hare been in office and at the same
time they have increased the deficit by over
-100 per cent. It would appear that time
deficit figures have niounted so high tAt they
have dazzled the imagination of the people
who do not realise that it has towered up to
nearly five million pounds, whereas it was
only a few hundred thouisands when the
Laour Gloverment were in power. For every
hour of thle 24 hours of each day in the 365
days of the year, the present Government
have gone back on an average of £8 per
hour. They' are, doing that now. Thle finances
are still drifting. Despite the fact that they
hare douhled the taxation, the heavy burden
of taxation is felt most by that section of
the eomnmunity least able to hear it. Al-
though the Arbitration Court has declared
that £1I a week is the lowest anmouat on which
a married man canl be expected to live-that
is the basis. wage here-the present Govern-
meat drew in taxation from people receiving
less than £4 a week the sum of £E18,000 dur-

Ing tile last financialt year. It means that
from those people who, the court says, cannot
live on less than. £E4 per week, the Govern-
ment have extracted £C18,000.

Mr. Latham: I suppose thle court allowed
for that.

_3r. 'McCALTYM: No, the court did not.
I want. to make the posRition clear. If the
Premier will look up thle taxation forms
which have to be returned to the Comnis-
siomer, lie will find it there set out that those
who are receiving wages and keep have to
allow 2:5s. per week as compensation for
board and lodging. The law provides that
ainy single person has exemption of. £100 per
annum, and no more. It means that the ser-
vant girl, the waitress, the housemaid, and
others who are allowed board and lodging in
with their wages, if they get 15s. per week
they are brought under that clause, which
provides that they are entitled to an exemp-
tion of only £6100. Thus every penny they
get is taxedl and, in addition, 25s. per week
which they have never received. And this
Government extracted £13,000 last year from
those who, the court has said, are not re-
ceiving a living wage! Tme first essential
step to the straightening out of the finances is
to make thle position of Treasurer a one-mana
job. Surely time job is big enough to occupy
the full attention of one Mfinister! fluting
the period January to June, of this year, the
Treasurer was not once in his office for an
unbroken week. It may be quite right for
thle Prenlier to travel about the country and
meet the people and mix among them. I be-
lieve that is a good policy for the Premier to
follow. I believe also it is perfectly right
that the 'Minister for Lands should travel
about the State. But I do not think it is
right for the Treasurer to he buried at Nor-
nalup, and marooned in the 'North-West.
While the Treasurer was away, the finances
were drifting, the deficit piling up, and
every utonth some Government depmartmnent
exceeding- tile vote passed by Parliament.
it show~ed that there As no control, no
grip of the finances. on the part of
the Treasurer. The first essential is that
the Treasurer himself shall show that he is
in earnest. If it is to be attended to proV
perly, it is a Job for oan- Minister alone, and
hie shouldl he stripped Of the duties of Pre-
iier and 'Minister far L~ans. It is imlpos-
t-ible for any one a to give prFoper atten-
tion to thle three offices. It is Of 110 Use 'Minl-
isters complaining that they have no control
over the expenditure, because no G-overnment
official can exceed his vote unless hie has the
sanction. of the Minister.

*Ieon. IV. C. Anguin: Oh yes, he can.
Mr, .NMeCALLU-M: But the Minister most

approve.
Mr. Underwood: The 'Minister does ap-

prove; that is the point.
Mr. 'MeCALLUNM: Why does he not sit

back and say this must stop? The officer
mnust get the Ministter's approval.

The Mfinister for Mlines: After the money
has been spent.
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Mr. McCALLIJM: Well, the officer knows
that he w-ill get it later on. Again, what has
the Government to say about the extravagance
revealed by the file relating to the Agent-
General's home iii London? On that file
the Treasurer pleads time after tine with the
Agent-General that he should effect conomnies.
What notice does the Agent-General take of
those appeals? He goes right ahead, spends
£25 onl champagne glasses and a total of
over £6,000 on the house and furniture.
What hais the Treasurer to say about that?

Mr. Pickering: But he could not do that
without authority.

Mr. MeCAtLLUM: The file shows that be
dlid it despite the appeals made to him by
the Treasurer. What has the Government to
say about it? Can they not say to this official
"If you will not carry out our directions,

then in the event of your incurring the
expenditure, it must come out of your own
pocket. " But the Government simply sit
hack and allow the matter to drift, and the
officer knows that formal approval wvill come
along afterwards. I think other Ministers,
beside the Treasurer, require to show more
vigilance in their work. During recent
months there has been one long procession
of IMinisters of the Crown to the Eastern
Sitates.

The Minister for Agriculture: And of dele-
gates from trades unions.

lion. P. Collier: They pay their own ex-
penses.

Mr. 'MeCALLUM: The affairs of the coun-
try are not neglected when trades, union dele-
gates are away. Even since the election we
have frequently bad the experience of there
being only one Minister in town for days on
end. The -Minister for Mines controls two
big spending departments, one of which the
Treasurer says accounted for the increase of
over a quarter of a million in the deficit.
Yet the Minister for Mines can trip over to
the East to play bowls, and can go to Adel-
aide to inquire into the health of the monkeys
in the Zoo.

The Minister for Mfines: I have never got
ill and asked my co-workers to pay for it.'

,Mr: 'MCALLIEM: No, if you were ill there
might he some excuse. You cannot plead ill.
ness. Yet you rail away to play bowls and
to inspect the Zoo at Adelaide. 'There nwst
he a change fromn this life of pleasure; an
alteration, a getting down to solid business.
Although I do not suggest 'that the whmole of
the financial position is affectedt by local in-

-fluences, yet' there ale a good many local
conditions ,'hieh should be attended to im-
mediately. There hag been a good (lea] of dis-
cussion about economy, and it seems to be
generally understood that economy means re-
trenchment. Tn my opinion tile mnere sacking
of a few officials will not relieve to ay
material extent the financial position of the
State. If it is to be a question of sacking,
andl if the sacking is to apply to wages men
alone, the Goverment can expect to hear
about it. If there is to be retrenchment, it
must start from the top, and the wages men

must be treated fairly. The old policy of
making the workers carry the whole of the
burden of retrenchment must not be retained
if tlhe Government are to look to the Opposi-
tion, for assistance in solving the financial
problem. The reply given by the Minister
for Railways to a question by the member for
Yilgarn (Mr. Corboy) would lead members
to believe that the new appointments in the
Railway Department entail no increase in the
cost of administration. Yet although the
Railways have already sacked a good many
men and given others notice, the following
appointments have been made quite recently:
Officer in charge of finance at £550; officer in
charge of operations at £E550; industrial
officer-T have not his salary; district traffic
superintendent, Perth, at £425; district traffic
superintendent, Northam, at £450; chief clerk
at £282; two traffic inspectors at £319 each;
two district engineers at lBunbury and Nor-
thanm at £485 c-u-h. Ia addition, an assistant
engineer at a salary of from £318 to £359
in the district engineer's office at Narrogin,
("eraldtonl, Sunbury, and Northam respec-
tively; a clerk in charge district engineer's
office, Thinbury and Northamn, respectively, at
0269-9309o; a cost clerk, district engineer's
office at Eunbury and at N-ortbam, respec-
tively, at a salary of front £ 229 to £259; in-
snector of works and buildings at Btrnbury
a .d at Northain at a salary of from £319 to
£359.

Mr. 'Mann: Is that not decentralisationi
Mr. M AeCALLT'M : These are all additions

to the administrative cost of the railways.
The -Minister for Railways: I say they are

not.
Mr. MceCALIAJM: Then you had better

show that they are not.
The Minister for Railways: I will dto so.
Mr. 31CALLITM: T know a number of

men who have secured the appointments.
The Minister for Railways: I am not deny-

ing the appointments, but I say that they re-
present a saving in cash to the department.

Hon. P. Collirr: Was the Commissioner
ahie to show that?

- M r. IMcCALLUM: The financial position
of the State is not due solely to local condi-
tions. There are in operation world influences
which no Government could entirely control.
When the war endled, the whole of the coun-
tries of the world were facing a very serious
position, perhaps more serious than while the
war continued; and the cry went up from
all the countries of the world that the only
solution of the problem was to produce,
produce, produce. Yet we fodad that with-
in 12 mouths the very people who were
setting "1') that cry complained that the
mparkets had collapsed, that unemployment
problems were everywhere in evidence and
that millions of men were out of work. In
America the proposition was seriously put
forward that the whole of last year'Is cotton
crop should be destroyed. This year in
America, in Egypt and in India instruc-
tions were issued that the acreage under
cotton should be materially decreased. At
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the same time there are millions of people
unable to get sufficient clothing. In Austria
and other countries of Europe people are
going about clad in paper for want of
something more enduring. Mills are closed
down in America and in England, while
millions of people in those countries are
out of work. These same people who were
crying produce, produce, produce, and were
implying that this party stood for the
limitation of production, are now them-
selves adopting a policy of go-slow, of
sabotage. We have an example in Mel-
bourne, where the proposition has been put
up that the wool crop of Australia should
be destroyed, either sunk in the sea or set
alight. We have the Prime Minister (Mr.
Hughes) advising the fruitgrowers of Tas-
mania, to cut back their trees, reminding
those prowers that there was no market for
their products. Talk about the policy of
the L.W.W.! And this has come from the
very people who have accused this party
of trying to limit production and to restrict
the production of wealth in the interests
of the great masses. We bad the further
spectacle of scores of ship loads of Austra-
lian mutton being hung up in English ports.
The cool storage chambers were chock full of
meat supplies. They could not get another
carcase into the stores; it was impossible
to unload the boats. The member for
North-East Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Ang-
win) saw it with his own eyes and I read
an account of it. Notwithstanding this the
people in England were rationed as regards
meat supplies and the people of Australia
where the meat was produced were paying
extortionate prices for it, a suggestion was
actually put forward to render the careases
down for tallow. That is the direction in
which the policy of the Government and
their supporters is leading us.

Mr. Lathamn: What control have we over
the London meat market?

Air. MieCALLtJM: The hon. member and
his party talked about producing but they
did not consider the other end of the
problem, namely the markets; they looked
at only one side of the question without
examining the whole situation. What is
the position in the East? There is not a
boot factory in Victoria or New South
Wales employing its men full time. The
great bulk of then, have closed down or are
hardly working at all. Factories and shops
alike are chock full of boots; everywhere
they are over supplied. Yet there are tens
of thousands of people in Australia who
are unable to buy sufficient boots for their
families. I witnessed at the office of the
Bootmakers' Union in the Melbourne
Trades Hall one Friday £10,300 being die-
hursed by way of unemployed pay to boot-
makers who could not find work. That is
the economic position in which we find the
industries of the country at the present
time. The whole system under which we
are living is undergoing an extreme test.

The situation is very delicate and will re-
quire very careful handling because we are
up against a big problem. Yet we bare
heard no end of talk during recent years
that the whole remedy lay in the hands of
one side doing more work and producing
more. No consideration was given to the
world's markets, or to the effect on the
general masses of the people. It is of ao
use putting up arguments of that kind to
men who know, to men in these industries
who are up against things all day and every
day. They want to examine the situation
more carefully before there can be any
chance of getting them to agree to such a
policy as that outlined by the Government.
There are quite a number of local influ-
ences that the Government can invoke to
straighten out the finances. We beard the
Premier in his speech say, ''My estimate
for the deficit would have been realised if
it had not been for the railway strike' and
so he brushed the subject aside. 'The
railway.- strike accounted for it; it has
nothing to do with me." Are we to under-
stand. that members of the Government
accept no responsibility for the railway
strike? Can they brush the subject aside
with the bald statement that a quarter of a
million of money has gone in consequence
of the railway strike and without any con-
sideration whatever being given to the
question? Are not the Minister for Rail-
ways and the Commissioner of Railways to
cnrry some responsibility? Are we to-take
it that a quarter of a million of the people's
money has gone and that nothing more is
to be said of it except that the strike
accounted for it? Are the Government to
bear no responsibility? The price which
the people of this State have had to pay
for wheat during recent years accounts to
some extent for the position of the finances
to-day. I wish to state as clearly as I call
my position in. regard to the wheat pool.
I wish to remind members of the Country
Party that the wheat pool was founded by
a Labour Government. I wish them to
remember that the idea of the wheat pool
was conceived by a Labour Minister. I
want them to know too that the wheat pool
can last only so long as the Labour move-
ment stands to it. The moment the Labour
movement withdraws its support, it will be
go ne.

Mr. Johnston: They are standing to it in
the East.

Mir. McCALLUJM: If the Labour Govern-
inent of New South Wales withdrew their
support, there would be no wheat pool in
that State. The only party of much account
in Victoria which stood up for the wheat
pool has been the Labour Party.

Mr. Johnston: The Farnmers' Union Party.
Mr. MeCALLIUM: They could have done

nothing but for the support of the Labour
Party. Was there enough of them to put
the Government oat without the support
of the Labour Party? They would have
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been barking at the heels of the Govern-
ment till further orders but for the support
of the Labour Party. The only party in
South Australia standing for the wheat
pool is the Labour Party. It is only, too
clear that the moment the Labour move-
ment withdraws its support from the wheat
pool-and be it remembered Labour was
responsible for establishing the wheat pool
-it must go. Labour established the wheat
pool o3 broad'principles and Labour stands
to those - principles still. Our friends
opposite, who seem to have engendered a
good deal of bitterness towards us, ought
to have it brought home to them that they
have to thank the Labour movement for
the position in which they find themselves
to-day. What was the position when the
wheat pool was founded? The Imperial
Government bad commandeered all the
transport for war purposes; none was avail-
able for the carriage of wheat, and I ask
members of the Country Party what would
have been the value of wheat-their pro-
duet-'to them if there had been no wheat
pool?7 In the absence of transport, was
there any financial institution in this coun-
try which would have paid them 1s, a
bushel for their wheat?

Hion. W. C. Angwin : They would not
have looked at it.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Farmers would have
been driven off their holdings.

Mr. Pickering: And the effset would
have been reflected on the supporters of
the Labour Party.

Mr. MeCALLUM : It would not have
been limited to them; it would have been
felt all over the Continent, and it would
have been indeed a sorry day for Australia.
Members of the Country Party and those
who opposed the Labour movement had not
conceived any idea as to how to handle the
wheat question. It remained for the Labour
movement to devise ways and means. In
fact any number of our opponents were
.verse to the scheme.

lion. P. Collier: Many of them opposed it.
Mr. McCALLUM : I want to remind

members of the Country Party also that the
whole credit of this country was pledged
to the farmers. They were given guarantees
of certain figures which they had never
realised before. They ran absolutely no
risk. They were put on such a footing that
the producers in any other country on earth
had never been so fortunate as to ocupy

Iam just outlining these facts as a re-
minder for the Country Party. After all
that the Labour movement has done to put
the farmers where they are to-day, what
treatment are the farmers giving to the
peojple of the country in return? What
treatment are they meting out to the people
who have done so much for them? It is
not only through the wheat pool that the
Labour movement has assisted the pro-
ducer.

Hon. P. Collier: The Industries Assist-
nce Board.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Yes, and the Agricul-
tural Bank. From those two institutions
the farmers got money to build homes and
develop their business at a rate of interest
at which no working Inan in this country
could borrow money, and this money ad-
vanced with very small security too, was
Savings Bank flunds or the savings of the
workers of this State.

Mr. Johnston: At 7 per cent, interest.
Mr. MeCALLUM: For 6 per cent, until

recently. Could the hon. member borrow
money at 7 per cent. on the same security?

Hon. P. Collier: We advanced it at 5
per cent.

Mr. McCALLTJM: At the outset yes, and
then it was raised to 6 per cent, and later
to 7 per cent. It was the hard savings of
the toilers of this country, the moniey of
the workers which was lent to the farmers
to develop their holdings and carry on their
business. No working man in Western Aus-
tralia could have got a loan of his own
money from the same bank to build a home
for himself or set himself up in business
or develop something for his future use and
enjoyment. His savings were tied up for
the especial and exclusii-e use of the farm-
ers of this State to develop their holdings
and carry on their business. I am not com-
plaining of this; I do not wish to be mis-
understood. I say that it was the correct
policy to adopt. I am only making mention
of it in order to show what is being done
and how we are being treated by the mem-
bers of the particular party whose constitu-
ents have thus benefited.-

Mr. Pickering: How about the workers'
homes?

Mr. McCALLIIM : They ceased almost
simultaneously with the Labour Govern-
meat going out of office. No money has
been advanced for the erection of workers'
homes in the metropolitan area for years.

Mr. Johnston: In the country?
Mr. McCALLUM: Very few.
Hon. W. C. Angwin: You have had more

millions than they have had thousands.
Mr. McCALLIM: It does not end there.

There are one or two other items to which
I wish to refer. The farmers are exempt
from income tax as regards income derived
from products of the soil.

The Minister for Agriculture: If they get
no income they pay land tar.

Mr. McCALLUM: They bave that much
advantage over any other section of the
community. No other section of the people
in this State have that advantage.

The Minister for Agriculture: Which ad-
vantage?

Mr. -McCALLI: The advantage of pay-
ing no income tax on the line of business
to which they apply their lives. The future
business of a farmer is the growing of wheat,
and yet he pays no income tax on the in-
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come derived from his products. This does
not apply anywhere else in the world,

The 2'inister for Agriculture: If you have
no income, how can you pay the tax?

Mr. McfCALUMIN: If a farmer has £2,000
or £3,000 income, he does not pay income
tax on it.

Mr. Latliam: Of course hie does.
Mr. .MeCALLUMI: Not if that income is

derived from the products of the soil. The
Treasurer, in his policy speech last year,
pointed that out and reminded farmers of
the fact. I took pains to look up the Act
and study the particular section, and I know
that the member for 'Mount Magnet (Mr.
Troy) put in a claim for a refund on the
amount he had paid.

The Minister for Agriculture: The Com-
missioner of Taxation always knows the
farmer's address.

Mr. 'MeCKLLU3I: Then there is the ques-
tion of the subsidy which the railways of the
State pay to the farming industry. It is
hard to estimate its full extent, hut it has
been published that the loss on the carriage
of fertilisers runs into £E60,000 or £80,000
a rear.

Hlon. 'IV. C, Angwin: The Premier said it
was £60,000 odd last year.

Mr. MfeCALLL'M: Since then the cost of
haulage has increased, and the amount is
probably now Well over the £100,000 mark.
In reply to a question which I put the other
day the -Minister for Railways admitted that
practically all thle requirements of the farmer
were carried at a loss. Although the 'Minis-
ter says it is impossible to get out the de-
tails for which I asked, I have been advised
b-y oen who ought to know that the railways
are subsidising the agricultural industry to
the extent of a good many hundreds of thouis-
ands of pounds a year.

The Minister for Agriculture: And yet
under that pohiey you zanuot keep the people
out of the towns to-day.

,\r. 'McCALLUM I am not complaining of
that policy. I hold that when wre run the
railways strictly as a business concern with
regard only to the profit and loss account,
we shall be running them on a false basis.
The railways should be utilised ais a means
of developing the country, opeaing up new
areas, and dev-eloping our resources gener-
ally. That is the whole principle of State
owned railways. T am not suggesting that
the policy is wrong.

Mr. 'Mann: Then what are you complain-
jog about?

Mr. MrCATLtjIT: T Ia merely indicating
a few facts lending up to the point T wish
to make.

Mr. UnSerwoud:. What is it?
Mr. MeCALLU'M: That we have had to

stand uip against criticism regrarding- what
we proposed to do for the farmers-

Mr. Underwood: Where do you conme in?
Hon. P. Collier: It would be interesting

to know where the mnember for Pilbara comies
in.

Mr. MeAIXM h Minister's reply to
my qtuestion relating to water supply showed
that there was about £23,000 outstanding in
the agricultural areas. Every ton of timber
that goes over the wharf at Fremantle pays
whartage amounting to Is& 10Od. Ore
pays up to 2s. per ton. If you and
I walk across that wharf with a parcel or
a bag we have to pay a tax. But in con-
nection with all the tens of thousands of
tons of n-heat which have been carried to
.liremantle and shipped fronm there, not a
penny piece has been paid, and nothing from
that product has gone towards the upkeep
of the harbour or the cost of making the
port. In return for all that, we find that
the people of the State have to pay more
for the* wheat produced in Western Aus-
tralia than all the aiggers and Chinese in
the Orient are asked to pay. There has been
relief given to every Country on earth ex-
cept the country in which the wheat has
been produced. The Germans, the French-
men, the Austrians, the Egyptians, time Chin-
ese, the JIapanese, and the people of almost
every country on earth have had relief, but
not so the people who have stood up for the
farmers and helped them ',to develop the
country and to put them into the sound
financial position in which they now find
themselves, I want to know whether that is
fair or Just. I want to know whether there
should not he sonme more, so far as the Coun-
try Party are concerned, to recognise what
thme p-eople of Western Australia hare done.
for them, so that those people mnight be
given relief from thme position they are in
to-day. Imagine paying 6id, a loaf for bread
in Western Australia! Tt is a positive scan-
dal. I know the Minister will argue that we
are still on the average getting our wheat
cheaper than the average oversea sales have
panned out.

The Minister for Agriculture:. Absolutely.
Mr. 'MeCALUMA: I will tell the Minister

how the average sales overseas have panned
out. They have panned out a little higher
than we are paying, and it was9 owving to the
big sales which were made to France in the
early stoges, sales which averaged I2.9. odd.

Hon. P. Collier:- At what price are the
Government selling the wheat to Germany?
They are not game to tell us.

Mr. M\cC'A-LL'M: The Government charged
France 12s. odd and they sell to Vermany
for 7&. odd. They sell to France, Britain's
allY, at a higher price than to Germany, our
enemy, with whom u-c were never to trade,
we let them have it at 7s. a bushel. And!
in addition to that, Germany gets six mouths'
credit in which to pay. At the same time
our people here are charged 9s.

Hon. P. Collier: And they call themselves
patriots!

MNr. 3IcCALLUM: The whole scheme is
based on a wrong foundation and it cannot
Wat. We can easily understand that the peo-
ple will not tolerate a continuation of the
pool under such circumstances. In my judg-
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meat the farmers made a great error when
they set tip their claim for the world's parity.
Theyr will Yet be sorry for it. If there Itad
net beeni a drought in Russia this year, the
production of wheat in Australia next year
would not have proved a paying proposition
at the world's parity.

Mr. Pickering: What would you do?

Mr. McCALLUMI: In asking for world 's
parity the farmers based their claim on false
promises, and they will yet be sorry for it.
I know they have already shifted their
ground, and the Premier the other day, in
dealing with the matter, did not say 'n-end's
parity'' but said ''not less than world's
parity.'' So they are evidently going to
make a move from world's parity to try to
put something additional on to what the
parity mn-v be for the sale in other parts
of the worild.

The MAinister for Agriculture: The cost of
production plus a reasonable profit.

Mr. MeCALLL'M: I will conic to that in
a moment. I heard anl interjection to the
effect that the people did nlot consume so
much bread that the slight increase in the
price of wheat made very little difference. The
member who mnade that interjection is evi-
dently shortsighted if he thinks that the price
of wheat only affects the price of bread. What
kind of nonsense is it to say that the price of
wheat will only affect the price of bread. Let
us remnemiber what effect it has had on the
poultry industry. A deputation waited on
vie a little while back and one of the mem-
hers of it took Ine ont and showved Ine a place
where, it few nmnnths before, there had been
35,000 lh-ad of poultry, and where at that
particular time there were less thai, 5,001
We are still sending over a million sterling
out of the State each year for dairy produce
which should be produced locally. The price
that is being paid for wheat is killing the
poultry industry.

Mr. Pickering: Look at the price of eggs.
Mr. MleCALLUX: Who can afford to pay

4d. for anl egg? Eggs have become a luxury
and they have disappeared from the working
man's table. In connection with pig-raising,
an enterprising firm established works outside
IMidland Junction, anti I ant now advised
that unless there is an alteration in the price
of wheat, those works too will have to close
down and then more men will he thrown on
the unemnployed market. With the regulating
of pt-ices, and the pooling system, the Gov-
Tent are regulating the industries com-
PletelY Oat of existence. Tho effect onl tlte
dairying industry throughout Australia is
most marked. The price of butter, we find,
has gone up to something exorbitant. It in-
cressed in price until it became a luxury in
most homtes, and figures showed that the im-
porttit of margarine hlad advanced to an
enormous extent. Butter has gone off the
mrket to a great extent and it will be a
long while before the people can get back to
it. The sale of margarine -is still increasing
each month because the people cannot afford

to pay for butter. In the end it will mean
it will not pay to carry on these industries.
When the wheat pool was carried on uinder
the control of the direct representatives
of the people, when it. was under the
control of the Labour Government, every-
thing Was all right and What was done was
in the interests of the people. Now the
pool has developed into a huge monopoly.
It consists now of merely whcatgrowcrs
and, if I may say so without offence,
the board of control is composed of wheat-
growers and men who depend almost entirely
upon the votes of the wheatgrowcrs to keep
them in their position.

The Minister for Agriculture: flow many
Labour Governments were concerned in the
formiation of the first wheat pool?

Mr. .MeCALLUM: The Commonwealth
Labour Government financed it and every
State Labour Government supported it. if
we develop the position that men in any
industry can get together and secure from
the Parliament of the country a moinopoly
for their product and then can fix their
own figure for it, what is to be the position
of that industry?

Mr. Pickering: What is the position when
you cannot sell your potatoes for even £83 a
ton, as was the ease here last year I

Mr. MeCALLUM: I amt not going to criti-
cise without saying what I think should be
done. I ask, what would he the position if,
say,, the waterside workers met together with
the men who depended entirely upon the votes
of the wharf labourers to keep their positions,
and claimed that they were entitled to deter-
mine what they were to get for their labour?
What would happen ia such a ease? Take
the railway men. What would happen if
they met and determined, with those who
relied upon their votes, on what they, too,
should receive for the product that they had
to sell? That is the position that is being
developed now. I remember well appearing
in the Arbitration Court some little time back
and hearing Air. McGibbon. who represents
this State on the Australian Wheat Board,
trying to prove that a wage of £2 a week
should be paid to thousands of girls in
Western Australia. One of the girls who
was in the witness-box was put through a
most huiliating cross-examination by this
man McGibbon. H~e asked her the pr ice of
a costume she was wearing, how miany she
required in a year, and nmnny other unneces-
sary details. bo the farmers have to submit
to such an cxanmination. If this kind of
thing is good for otne section 6f the workers
of this State then everyone should have to
undergo it before being given the price they
require for the product they have to sell. I
believe that before the pool was established
on many occasions the growing of wheat
throughout Australia was not a paying pro-
position. The farmers worked very loag
hours and under most objectionable condi-
tions. Our suggestion is that the genuine
farmer - not the St. George 's-terracei
farmner-
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Hion. P. Collier: Nor the contracting
farmer.

Mr. 'MeCALaLUM: By the genuine farmer
I mean the nian who is doing the work-
should receive consideration at our hands.
This man in the past has been the sport of
the speculator and' the middleman, and we
have no desire to see him go back to that
condition of things again. We say there
should be a guarantee that all wheat used
for local consumption by the people of Aus-
tralia should be paid for at the cost of pro-
duction plus a reasonable profit. The cost
of production should be fixed after inquiry
and in that production tbere should be taken
into consideration the work of the farmer
himself, and that done by every member of
his family who has assisted in the production
of that crop, all of whom should be allowed
the ruling rate of wages. No one should be
asked to work for less than what is a reason-
able thing.

The 'Minister for Agriculture: Lay down
that basis for every industry and you will
soon reach the nmillenniumi.

Mr. MceCXLLTJMN: We are prepared to
lay it down for this industry now for the
exportable surplus. Let us use all the
activities of the State and the Common-
wealth, the officers of the Agent General
and High Commissioner, the Commonwealth
Bank, the State and Commonwealth Steam-
ship Services, the State Export Depart-
ments; in tact all the activities should be
lint at the disposal of the industry so as to
secure the best price the world can offer for
the wheat exported. Does the Minister mean
to tell me that the price is so exceptional
that an independent tribunal cannot fix some-
thing that will be reasonablel Such a policy
zas I ,advocate would place the primary pro-
ducers of this State on a sounder footing
and in a better position than they have ever
occupied before. They have never had such
security as the adoption of that policy would
give them. Is there any comparison between
this policy of the Labour movement, ond a
policy which asks for world's parity-a
world Is parity which may be 3s. 6d. or 3s.
next year? Under the latter policy the
farmer will not know where he is fromn one
recar to another. Perhaps next year, or cer-
taialy the year following1 the farmers wiUl
change their policy, and will advocate t hat
which we are now enunciating. Thereupon
the farmers will claim our present policy as
their own new-horn child. The Labour Party
have repeatedly experienced that sort of
thing. We have had to do the pioneering
work in propagating principles and making
them popular, and then those principles have
been put forward by the other side as their
ow~n. What did the Labour Party do as re-
gards the Commonwealth Bank and the Aus-
tralian 'Navy? We brouight those about in
the face of the keenest opposition from our
friends on the other side. Eventually, how-
ever, those friends of ours came round and
claimed our policy as theirs. With regard to

wheat production, I have set out what is the
policy of the Labour movement. 'There is no
Parliament in Australia which has accepted
that policy as yet, and there is no farmers'
organisation which has yet shown the least
inclination, after all the Labour movement
has done for them, to comec and stand up for
a policy which they must admit will do niee
for them than the policy which now they ad-
vocate. I hare stated where I Stand in thme
miatter of the 'Wheat Pool, and that is where
the Labour mnovenment stands. There is no
doubt about our attitude onl that phase of
existing problems. I want to go further
a nd say that I regret very amuch the
absence from the Governor's Speech of any
reference to the position of this State's
secondary industries. Everyone cannot be a
wheat grower. The lresent Goveranmont do
not seem to be able to see past a wheat field.
What is to be done wvith our boys is becoming
a vgry serious problem here. Ii frequently
have parents coming to me to ask what they
shall do with their boys. 'Very many boys
are not fit to go on the land, anid, even if
physeinily fit, a large proportion are not
adapted for that life. But even if all our
boys were suitable for a country life, it is
not good policy for any State to have prac-
tically oll its workers engaged in one indus-
try. What struck me most during a visit i
recently paid to the Eastern States was the
wonderful growth there of the secondary in-
dustries. Our secondary industries have ab-
solutely languished. In that respect there has
been no progress in Western Australia, but
rather retrogression. I agree with the mem-
ber fbr North-East Fremnantle (Rion. W, C.
Angwvin) that if private enterprise will not
step in to develop secondary industries here
and give employment to the people of West-
era Australia in manufacturing their own re-
quireinents, thuls preventing money from going
outside the State, the Government of Western
Australia will have to take steps in the mat-
ter.

Mr. Teesdale: You snuffed out private en-
terprise in secondary industries as soon as
ever it showed its head.

Mr. 'MeCALLUM: I know that (luring the
general election some hon. members opposite
contended that the way to find employment
for our boys in secondary industries was to
wraive the trade union restrictions upon the
number of apprentices engaged. The ox-At-
torney General said that what be would do
was, instead of having one apprentice to
every two or three journeymen, to have six
apprentices to every journeyman. Numerous
members opposite have advocated a similar
policy. But I want to remind those hon. mem-
bers that there can he no more foolish policy
than that, whether from the point of view of
the interests of the industries, or from that
of the interests of the youths themselves.
W~hat sense is there in letting a youth spend
time most valuable time of his life, that be-
t-ween the ages ofj 16 and 21-when he should
be fitting himself for his future career-in
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ant industry that one knows will afford him
no outlet when he has finished his apprentice-
ship?

Mr. Underwood: Then, what are you going
to do with the boys?

Mr. MeGALLUM: I want to know the Gov-
ernment's policy in this respect.

The Minister for Mines: At the moment,
oil your own statement, the same thing ap-
plies in the other Australian States, and more
so than here.

Mr, MeCALLUM: Nothing, of the sort.
The Ministter for Mines: You were just

now telling us about the conditions in the
boot industry, thousands of workers being
unemployed.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Yes; but that is only a
temporary slump. I stated also that during
recent years the secondary industries of the
Eastern States have shown wonderful growth.
That reminds me of the Minister's replies to
certain questions about the construction of a
new ship for the North-West trade. I hope
that if the Government do decide to have a
new ship constructed, they will permit Aus-
tralian ship builders to have a say in the
building.

The Minister for Mlines:'At the ship yard
estsblished down here?

Mr. MeCAtLUM:N1 If we cannot construct
a ship in Western Australia, the next best
tiag is to have the work done in the Eastern
States by Australian people.

The Minister for Mines: If it can be done
in the Eastern States, we can do it here.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Not for the moment, be-
cause we have not the ship building yard and
have not the docks. But New South Wales,
Queensland, South Australia, and Victoria
have proved that they can turn out ships at
prices which will compare with anything of
the kind in the world. Australian workman-
ship has been proved to be the best in the
world. I had the privilege of going over the
great steel works at Newcastle, New South
Wales. There I not only inspected the steel
works, the galvan ised iron manufacturing
works, and the wire netting works; but
I saw every department of the works,
spending a whole day there. I was more
than pleased to find that those works,
which started by importing labour from
abroad, and particularly the much-boosted
American labour, now employ hardly any
but Australian labour, the great majority
of the Americans having departed. In the
Broken Hill Proprietary Company's works
there are only six Amnericans left. Practi-
cally, Australian workmen are now doing
the whole of the work, and in doing so are
creating world 's rtteords in every braw-h.
Again, I was delighted to find at the head of
several of the departments young men who
had earned their trade in Western Australia.
They were head men, and in charge--which
is a great credit to the apprenticeship sys-
tem initiated by our Western Australian
Arbitration Court. We turn out inl this
State, making allowance for the facilities

offering, some of the finest tradesmen that
Australia produces. So nmuch is proved by
the positions which our young men are now
occupying in the Eastern States. I wish to
suggest as a means of investigation, as a
method of ascertaining how we can best de-
velop our secondary industries, the estab-
lishment of industry boards. I suggest that
industry boards be established, consisting of
equal numbers of the employers and the
workers in earch induastry. Those boards
should be composed of experts onl both sides
-of the men who have the financial know-
ledge at their fingens' ends, who can feel
the pulse of the industry not only hers but
in other parts 9f the world; and of the men
who are familiar with the mechanical side of
the industry, who know its actual working.
Let such a, hoard sit down and have a stock-
taking, as it were, of the State's resources,
Stich boards could let the Government and
the people of Western Australia know ex-
actly what the State is able to do. Let such
hoards be established for the purpose of ex-
hausting all possible fields of inquiry as re-
gards each industry, and then let those
boards put up a definite and concrete pro-
posal to the Government and the people of
this State. Indeed, the proposal might be
published throughout the world, for the in-
lormation of financiers and speculators pos-
-sibly inclined to take advantage of the
knowledge of what this State can do, and
who would thus be informed of the best
methods for establishing industries tecre. In
that way a great deal might be done to
create employment in Western Australia.
Further, I hope that by means of industry
boards the employer and the employee will
get to know each other better. I am not
suggesting that these boards should be in
the nature of Whitley boards, which have
not proved a great success in England. I
am not suggesting that the industry boards
shall have anything to do with wages or
working conditionls. It is not possible for
employers and workers to agree on wages
and working conditions without a good deal
of argument and fighting. On the special
matters to which I refer, I wish the em-
ployers and the employees to meet on com-
mon ground, where they can agree in all
respects, I do not wish them to meet for
the purpose of discussing matters about
which they are sure to fight.

Capt. Cnrter: You want the millennium.
'Why not get a round table conference on the
Whitley system?

My, MeCALLUM: Ii do wish to see the
nmillennium, though there is not much tin-
mediate prospect of it.

Capt. Carter: You will not get common
ideals between employer and employee until
the millennium arrives.

-Mr. MeGALLUIM: I quite agree with the
lhon. member.

Capt. Carter: Thea why not take the next
best course?

Mr. McCALtiUM: I ant trying to do that.
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Capt. Carter: The next best course is to
adopit the Whitley system.

Mr. 3IcCALLUM: I say that system is
wrong,

Capt, Carter: Why?
Mr. SPEAKER:- order!
MIr. McUAIL1UM: I can only make my

staten'ent. If the heon. member cannot un-
derstand it, the Almighty has not gifted me
with the faculty to supply the lioun. member
with the neeessary understanding. If the
experts front each side in anl industry were
to meet in the task of investigating the possi-
bilities of that industry, in which the whole
of their interests are centred, to which the
great majority of them are giving their lives,
we might be able to obtain some information
that would be of material assistance tow-ards
the establishment of secondary industries int
this State. I will cite, if I may, as a par-
ticular instance the building trade. I am
disappointed that the Government havec made
no reference in the Governor's Speech to the
housing problem. That problem is a very
pressing one just aow. But there is no sug-
gestion, either in the Governor's Speech or
in the utterances since madec by the Premier,
that the Government at all realise the Press-
ing nature of thle housing problem. Under
the system of industry boards which I sug-
gest, we would have tire builders and eon-
tractors amid the architects and the building
engineers and rcpresentatives of the brick-
layers and the carpenters and the plumbers
and( so forth meeting to discuss matters rela-
tive to the -building industry. Under suet
conditions, T submit, there would be a, very
good prospect of tire experts coming forwardl
with some suggestion for effectively dealing
with the housing problem. It is to be ye-
nmembhered that at the present time an ordin-
ary workman Is home cannot he constructed
for less than £800. The money cannot be
obtained for less than eight per cent. What
working mxan ini this country can afford to
pay the interest charge involvedI But an
industry board dealing with the housing'
problem would very probably be able to de-
vise some cheaper means of construction than
that whichl is now followed in this State.
That appears to me to be the best means that
can be suggested for promoting the indus-
trial development of Western Australia. I
hope the Governmeiit will do something in
that direction, I put forward the proposal
with every desire to see secondary industries
developed here, wvith every wish to see smoother
working between employer and employee,
with every anxiety to get both sides. in in-
dustry to understand one another better.
The employer himself is now saying that his
position is not understood by the worker.

The 'Minister for Mines: The lack of uns-
derstanding is not all on one side.

MNr. IeCALLUM: Of course it is not.
Very often the worker does not understand
the position of thle employer. I am per-
fectly sure that the employer does not always
understand the workers' point of view any

more than the eumployees always understand
thre emiployer's iewv.

The Minister for Mines: It all depends
who is on the box seat. If the employer is
on the box seat, hie will stay there.

Mr. 'MeCALLUM: I admit that.
The Minister for M.\ines: And so will thle

employee, if hie is on the box seat.
Mr. McCALLL'M Ialay have eon-

tended that the mena should sit around -a
table and discuss matters, apart fron a fight.
For tire mIost part the only time the employer
and the employee meet is when there is a
dispute about wages and working conditions.
Always they meet to fight. Let that be cut
out.' Let them sit down and discuss matters
affecting their industry quite apart from the
question of wages and working conditions.
Let them sit down and discuss how adrli-
tional employnment can be found, ]how the
natural resources of the country may best
be developed through their particular id us-
try and other similar problems.

Mr. Pickering: Nothing Of that Sort Could
be decided without an undorstandiag regard-
ig wages.

%fr. MAeCALLUM: I am cutting out the
wages question altogether. The laws of the
land provide a course for dealing with thle
wages qizestion.

'Mr. -Angelo: You could not get down to
estimates uitho':t settling the question of
wages and working conditions.

Mfr. Me\fCALLUMN: I am not suggesting a
matter of estimates or wages at all. In
any ease, the employers know what the rul-
ing rates Of wages are, for they are fixed
by law. They know what the working hours
are and what the other terms of employment
are. They are all to be fond at the Arbi-
tration Court. The men in the indunstries
affected know tire operation of their-respec-
tive industries.I

The Minister for Mfines: They do not know
how miany bricks thme bricklayers will lay.

Mr. WcCALLaUM: Do not the bricklayers
sitting round the table know how- many bricks
they will lay? If the Minister is inferring
that the brieclayers ore slowing down onl theit
job)-

The Minister for Mines: No, I do not.
M. fr. 'McCALLUM3: It is only a fortnight

since I returnedl from thle Eastern States.
When T returned, I umet ain ex- ccretary of the
Bricklayers' Union in Perth. lHe bad been
for the last; three years it% the Eastern States
and lie caume back to Perth to take up a posi-
tion here. When I saw hint hie was packing
up his bag and he told nre that the pace
was too much for him hrere. He was going
back to work in the Eastern States.

The Minister for Minles: Why did you not
send him to me? I would have given him a
free pass.

Mr. 'Mann: At any rate, you did not be-
lieve bim.

Capt. Carter: Did bie come from Queens-
land?

Mr. MeCALLITM: These men talk as if
they had full knowledge of the positioni I
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say quite Candidly, although members sitting
opposite will probably say I am not speaking
the truth-and I eniphasise my statement with
all the experience I have had of the trades
union movement-I do not know one union
in Western Australia which limits the output
of its memibership. If any member of this
Chamber can tell me one single union which
has done so, he Ivill give me information of
which I have no knowledge.

Mr. Underwood: I will Kive it to you,.
Mr. 'McCALLI: All this talk about the

workers restricting the output is ridiculous.
The statistics Of the world show that the
workers of Australia produce more wealth
per head than any other workers on the face
of God's earth. So far as the workers of
Western Avstralia, are concerned, they will
Compare with the workers of any ither part
of the Continent.

The Minister for Mines: That is not sign-
me ut.

Mr. 'McOALLtfM: That is the truth.
Mr. Underwood: That is not the truth.
Mr. MeCALLUM: Does the Minister sug-

gest that the men slow down on their work?
The Mliniter for Mtines: I do not say that.

I say that your argument does not hold good
because the conditions of employment here,
the climatic conditions and the condition of
the soil, permit us to produce more than iS
possible in other parts of the world.

Mr. McCALLUM: T will challenge the
Minister to take one industry in any part of
the world and comipare it with a similar In-
dustry in Australia, and to compare the out-
put per n here both us to material costs
and results, with the output per man else-
where, Take the ease of the Broken, Hill
Proprietary Works at Newcastle, where a ilun
was examining rails which were being pilt
through the final tests. There wvas the ex-
pert with two assistants, one on each side
of him. The expert stated that the Americans
doing that work were turning out from 80 to
90 i-ails per day, whereas the Australian work-
men were t'irning out 200 to 220 rails p'er
day. I do not care where members go, they
may dlecry the Australian workman, but It
say that wre have not got his equal on the
face of God's earth.

The -Minister for -Mines: That is only
heroics.

'.%r. M.NeCALLUM: Why is the M'%inister
for Mlines decryiing the AusFtralian worknman?

The Mlinister for Mines: I an, not. I say
the hasi, of your argument is wrong.

Mr. -MeCALLUJM: What basis do you re-
fer to?

The Minister for Mines: I am speaking of
Australia as a whole.

Mr. McCALLUIM: I am too.
The 'Minister for Mines: You are not. You

are taking an individual case, and I say that
climatic conditions and so on, enable our
workers to achieve those results.

Mr. MeCALLUM, Ydu inferred that the
Australian workman was slowing down.

Mr. Underwood: At ny rate, I am saying
that lie is slowing down in the North.

Mr. MeCALLUM: I do not think anyone
takes the member for Pilbara, seriously, 110
mtatter what he says. There are Certain op-
erations in connection with industries here
which necessitates men protecting their own
interests. There is a highly developed sys-
tern brought into operation under which a
man is allotted a certain time for a specific
job, and he is given a docket. He hase to
fill in his docket and show how long it has
taken him to complete the work. He may be
given work to do in the following year which
is simply a repetition of the job I have re-
ferred to. The following year the twn times
are compared and if the workman takes
longer this year than hea did last year, he
gets a ''please explain.'' No allowance is
made for any difficulties he may encounter in
performing the job. I speak as a skilled
workman in my trade. I have taught appren-
tices in connection with that trade, and, in
my particular line (that of book binding,
the climatic conditions affect the output very
considrby In the summer time, book bind-
ing dries much quicker, whereas in winter
one has to wait for it to dry. In summer,
paper will curl, and so it goes on. There
are a thousand and one things that have to
be taken into consideration, all of which affect
the question of output. If the men have to
enter their times on the dockets, in their own
interests the workers must keep some record
of their output. If that is what bon. inem-
bers are referring to when thcy' speak of the
limitation of output, I hope they will be-
lieve me when I say-it is true, every word
of it-that if any practice of slowing down
is in operation, I do not know of it.
I have conducted the business of unions
in Western Australia for years past,
and have been intimately connected with
the Labour movement during the whole
of that period, and speaking from my
lengthy experience, I say that this talk
about linitatrlon of output is so much fudge.
Speaking the other night, the Premier said
that he deplored strikes. Ile does not de-
plore strikes any more than I do. There is
no one who deplores strikes more than the
man who strikes. Members surely do not
think that men go on strike for fun. It is
an intensely serious business.

Mr. Angelo: There must be a thundering
lot of serious men in Western Australia.

Mr. O'Loghlen: The member for Gas-
Coyne is not on the minimum wage.

Mr. MeCALLUM : With all this talk
about strikes, and with all the difficulties
Western Australia has been faced with
during recent years, it should he remembered
that we have got through with less trouble
tlhan was experienced in any of the Eastern
States or in any other part of the British
Empire.

The M8inister far Mines: Why do you not
give the Government any credit for that?

Mr. McCALLUM: I will not do so, and I
will tell you why. I say that the whole
credit is not due to the Labour organisa-
tions. I have said before and I repeat here,
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that a good deal of the credit is due to the
present seeretay~y of the Employers' Federa-
tion. That- gen~tlemnan met us in an open
manner and never failed to arrange a con-
ference when a request was made for one.
He did everything possible to encourage
employer. and employee to meet together.
The present secretary of the Federation has
done yeoman service. Had the Government
adopted the same spirit as the secretary of
the Employers' Federation has done, there
would not have been a. railway strike in
the early part of the year.

The Minister for Mines:- You can say that
now, but that does not make it true.

Mr. MeCALLUM: It is true all right. I
'was not here during the early stages of that
trouble, but when I met the Commissioner
of Railways he would not budge. He had
made his mind up and he said that what
he had decided upon had to be done. He
absolutely refused to move and said it was
no use putting forward proposals. I do not
say that the fault was all on one side. Both
sides, had their backs to the wail, with
daggers drawn. When a third party came
along, with an earnest desire to put an end
to the strike, the Commissioner of Railways
might well have put aside his personal
digsnity.

The Minister for Mines: It was not a
question of dignity, but of principle.

Mr. McOALLIJM: A question of prin-
ciple I

The Minister for Mines: Yes, there was
the Arbitration Court to which the men
could have gone.

Mr. McCALLTJM: That is where the Min-
ister differs from the attitude of the Secre-
tary of the Employers' Federation. If he had
made that remark every timie a union ap-
proached the Federation, numerous strikes
would have occurred. I do not for a moment
contend that every time men go on strike
they are right, but they always think they
are right. No strike has ever been decided
-upon without being very well discussed
first by the members of the organisation con-
cerned. Always a great deal of considera-
tion is given to the matter before any
drastic action is decided upon. Any im-
partially minded man entering a room
where a body of men are engaged in dis-
cussing the question as to whether they
shall go on strike, whether they shall go
home without their wages day after day,
whether they shall cease their work and
face the poverty that strikes mean for
them-if any such man should look around
the room and see the seriousness marking
each man's face, note the determination of
the men and the intense expression on their
faces, he would never again say that strikes
are lightly entered upon. The question as
to whether there shall be a cessation of
work or not, is always discussed most seri-
ously before men determine upon extreme
action. One or two strikes have been men-
tioned and I will deal with them. At this

stage I desire to give the Premier every
credit for making his straightforward state-
ment the other night regarding the Wynd-
hami Meat Works. It has been given out
to the public right up to the time when the
Premier made his statement, that the
reason why the Wynd ham Works were not
in operation this season was because of the
demands by the unionists. The Premier has
made it clear that such was not the ease,
and that even had an agreement been
reached between the management and the
union, the Wyndham Works would not have
been opened this season.

The Minister for Mines.: That is not
quite correct.

Mr, MeCALLUM: The Premier made
that statement the other night.

Mr. Underwood: He did not.
The Minister for Mines: If that is cor-

rect, I have bee'n misled in the matter.
Mr. Teesdale: Hle never made any such

statement in this Cha~mber.
Mir. MeCALLUM: The Premier said that

the real reason was the shortage of ship-
ping.

Mr. Underwood: Get away with you!
Mr. Teesdale: He gave that as partly the

reason.
Mr. McCALLUM: He said that was the

real reason1.
The Minister for Mines: He said that we

could not go on because of the increased
rates demanded whicb made it unpayable.
Subsequently we found out that it was just
as well, as we could not have got the ship-
ping if we had started.

Mr. McCALLUM: It is true that an offer
was made by the management to the unions
to renew last year's workiing agreement.
The union asked for certain alterations.
After a conference the management wrote
to the unions, withdrawing their offer. They
wranted an alteration. Then the union offered
to submit the matter in dispute to arbitra-
tion, any form of arbitration which the man-
agement liked to suggest.

The Minister for Mines: We are learning
something now.,

Mr. MeCALLUM: That is the truth. That
offer was refused. Later the management
wrote withdrawing the offer to renew last
year's agreement, and said that no third
party would be given a say in it, that tle
manager was to be the sole judge. The law
of the land is arbitration. We are always
having it preached to us ''Why don't you go
to arbitration?'' Yet here the Government
themselves refused to allow the union to go
to arbitration. Last night the acting Lender
of the Country Party lectu red the Leader of
the Opposition and myself, declaring that we
ought to use our in-fluence with the men in
the direction of settling the shearers' strike.
Since that hop. member is a ehampioh of cont-
atitutional means, why does not he lectuire his
own party7 The A.WU. has offered to sub-
mit the dispute to arbitration, to any form
of arbitration.

208



[11 AUGUST, 1921.] 0

The Minister for Mines: Not in the Ar-
bitration Cout.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The A.W.U. is not reg-
istered with the Court.

The Minister for Mines: Why does it not
register?

Mr. McCALiLUM: The application, for
registration is now being prepared. But all
legal advice up to date has been to the effect
that the A.W.U. is not eligible for registra-
tion. The question is now to be tested. If
the union cannot go into the Arbitration
Court it will accept the finding of the mem-
bers of the Arbitration Court sitting outside
the law.

Mr. Latham: Has t'at offer been made?
Mr. McCAILELh: Yes, and turned down.
Mr. Angelo: It is too late nowv. Half the

shearing is finished.
Mr. McCALLUM: That is a new reason.

First we are lectured and told that we ought
to adopt constitutional means and then when
we say we are ready to go to arbitration we
are told it is too late.

The Minister for Mines: It would have
been better if the offer had been made in
time to avert the strike.

Mr. MeCALLUM: I agree, but every
effort should be made even now to get the
industry going again.

Mr. Pickering: - Did not they put up the
irreducible minimum?

Mr. MeCALLUM: How often is the irre-
ducible minimum put up by both sides? If
I had never agreed to modify the irreducible
minimum there would have been many more
strikes in this State than there have been,.
Another dispute mentioned by the acting
Leader of the Country Party was that in coll-
nection with the firewood supply. I told him
that he did not know the facts. When that
work closed down there was no dispute in re-
spect of wages. There was there but the one
class of employees working for wages, namely
the carters. All the rest were onl piece work.
There was no argument as to the rates of
piece work.

The Minister for Mines: Not when they
closed down.

Mr. McCALLUM: The only argument at
the time was that the carters in bringing the
wvood to the line occasionally tipped it on the
low side, and in consequence it had to be
lifted up. At other times it was tipped at a
distance from the line and had to be moved
in subsequently. But the company had only
t) tell the carters where to tip it. It 'lid
not cost an extra penny.

The Minister for M.iftes: On your own
statement tile carters were on piece work.

Mr. MeCALLUM: No, they were being
paid £4 10s. per week. All the others were
onl piece work; thoem are the facts. I will tell
you the real reason why the work was closed
down. They applied to the Price Fixing Corn.
mission for an increase in the selling price,
but were refused.

The Minister for Mines: The application
was not refused.

Mr. McCALLIJM: It was, but it has since
been granted.

The Minister for Mines: I say you are
wrong.

Mr. MeCALLUMh: I got the information
from the union and from the company also.

The Minister for Mines: I wvas a party to
the agreement that they should supply for a
certain figure when they got the'permit; and
I complained that they went to the Price
Fixing Commission without consulting us. I
know that they got the increasle.

Mr. McCALLIJM: I was advised by the
secretary of the companiy this morning that
they applied for an increase and that their
application was refused, but has been granted
since they closed down.

The Minister for Mines: I can assure you
that they got an increase and were supplying
at the increased price.

Mr. McCAILLTJMA: Perhaps this is a. Second
increase. The trouble was not one of wages;
the real trouble was with the construction of
the line and its equipment. The line was
laid in the low-lying portion of the conces-
sion, and whenever there was heavy rain it
was followed by considerable washaways, re-
presenting a continual drain on the finances.
Then the engines were not strong enough; in.
stead of pulling a rake of eight trucks to the
top of a hill they could only pull four, and
had to conic back for the other four. All this
added to the working costs. Ta it fair that
the workers in the industry should be asked
to carry that imipost? That was the trouble
the company found themselves in. Yet, the
acting Leader of the Country Party lectures
the Leader of tile Opposition and me, de-
dlaring that we ought to use our influence to
get the "len to accept whatever the company
offers. I anm not going into the details of
the Esplanade Hotel trouble.

The Minister for Mines: Why leave fire-
wood to get on to fireworks?

Mr. MeCALLUM: I will deal with the
fireworks in a moment. When previously I
referred to the Esplainade Hotel dispute my
reference was not to the merits of the dispute
but to thle actions of the Government, which
is entirely different. Before leaving indus-
trial disputes I wish to refer to the remarks
of the member for West Perth (Mrs. Cowan)
who in moving the adoption of the Address-
in-reply argued that the wives of union mem-
bers should have a vote oil the question of the
declaration of a strike.

Mrs. Cowan: So they should; they suffer
more than you men ever stiffer.

Mr. MeCAILLUM: That is enm old argument
adopted by the Tories ever since trade union-.
ismi has been governed by Act of Parliament.
Only recently they have been giving reasons
for it, namely that the wives' votes would
prevent strikes.

Mrs. Cowan: I did not say that. I said
they should be consulted before a strike was
declared.

Mr. MeCALLUM ± The statement made
was that they should be given a vote in the
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union when it came to a question of declar-
ing a strike. No argument was put forward
such as one would expect from a lady who has
won the distinction of being the first lady to
sit in an Australian Parliament. Let me here
congratulate the hon. member on that very
great distinction. But one would have expec-
ted from the bon. member a lofty argument
showing thilt the wives' responsibility was
equal to that of the husbands, and that on
equality of responsibility equality in decision
was demanded. That argument was not used.
The only argument used was that they should
have a vote in order that they might pre-
vent a strike. If thle more lofty argument
had been used it would have involved the
master bakers. There was no suggestion that
the wives of the maqster bakers should have
a vote in their dispute.

Mrs. Cowan: Certainly they should have.
Mr. 'McCALLIJM: But thle member for

West Perth never used that argument; prob-
ably it did not occur to her. Perhaps it was
that shle knew the wives of the master bakers
would] be too class conscious to "rat'' on
their husbands, would be more likely to vote
with them. Those good ladies would be more
class conscious than would be the wives of
the workers. Let us exanmine this argument
for the statement wvhieh made won a good
deal of approbation from members onl that
side of the House.

Mrs. Cowan: And on your side of the
House also, in respect of the wives themnselves.

Mr. McCALLtJM: I will give the hon.
member my expericnce among the wives of
trade unionists. I should know something
about it.

IMrs. Cowan: You do not have the wives
in the union.

Mr. MeCALLU.K: I will let the bon. mem-
ber know nmy experience of the wives of trade
unionists. It is implied that ai unionist wilt
go to a meeting of the union and vote for a
strike without having even talked the matter
over with his wife, without considering the
position of his wife and children; that hie is
such an inhuman monster, is so callous, that
he has no feeling whatever for his wife and
offspring, but goes and votes for a strike
without giving ally- consideration to his folk
at home.

Mr. Money: The trouble is with those who
have no wives.

-Mr. MeACALLUM: You mean it lies with
the single men.

Mrs. Cowan: What about the enthusiasm
the single men?

Mr. 1feCALLUM:f Let me give my
experience in one union. I attended a meeting
of the union; they Imad been discussing a
strike and were just about to take tile vote.
A single mail got uip and asked i'Are You go-
ing to carry the~ motion to strike?'' the cry
was ''fyes, ]et us take thle vote now.'' Then
said the single man ''Yes, it is all very well
for you married men, but I am a single man.
You married men have homes to go to. What
is to become of us single men?'' I1 heard that

distinctly Put up at a trades union meeting.
The single men had no homes to go to and
the married men had.

Mrs. Cowan: 'Might I remind you that my
principal argument was that boys and girls
of 16 to 21 have votes and their mothers do
not have votes.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Wiho was doing the work?
Mr. MeCALLUMl: The argument will not

hold for a moment, because there are not boys
of 16 who have votes unless for their owu
work.

Mrs. Cowan: Quite so.
Mr. McCALLTJM: Are not they entitled

to them?
Mrs. Cowan: No.
Mr. McCALLIJ2: The argument clearly was

that it was only to apply to the question of a
strike and was designed to prevent a strike.
That was the contention, quibble as the honf.
member may. The suggestion is made that if
the mnen want Is. a day increase and the boss
offers 6d., the wives will be there to vote for
them accepting the 6d., and if the boss offers
nothing at all, instead of the mien being de-
termnined to fight for an improvement, the
wives will be there to fight for the boss's
terms being accepted. Thle contention re-
solves itself down to this, that the wives of
the trade unionists of this country would be
loyal to the boss and disloyal to their own
husbands. What kind of a compliment is that
to pay to the wives of our workers?

Mrs. Cowan: Loyal to their children, which
is snore.

Mr. McCALLTIM: Let me give the hon.
member one instance which occurred in my
own experience in her electorate. My ex-
perience has been that the trades unionist who
puts forward the argument tlsat his wife
has driven him back to work is looking for
an excuse to scab, that the wives are usually
the most staunch supporters of any claim for
improved conditions. There had been a strike
for about a fortnight and both the esnployer
and the workman, lived in West Perth. I was
sent for to inspect the home of the workman.
This is usual in eases where there is an ap-
plieation for special relief. The husband was
too proud to ask for special relief b,,t a
neighbour had called me in. It was sug-
gested that T should go into thle horse and
see for myself. T went there and told themn
what had happened and what I wanted to
know. The husband asked me to go inside
and see for myself. I there found a bailiff in
possession having anl inventory taken of every
article in the house. The employer waq thle
owner of the house. Lying on the bied with a
little baby was the mother, and an inventory
had actually been taken of the mattress she
was lying on. The strike had lasted only a
fortnight and the whole scene sickened me. As
I was leaving the room the mother appealed
to 'Ile in these words, '"Mr. McCallum, I hope
you will not let this scene influence Your
judgment.'' I asked, ''Why?'' Her reply
was, ''My husband is a teetotaller: he does
not gamble and the tobacco he uses I buy for
him, lie hands to mue practically every shill-
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lug he earns. I am a thrifty woman and make
every stitch of clothes for the family, hilt
after his being out of work for a fortnight,
this is our condition. This is what -we are
forced to. Do not let this weaken your stand.
Go out and fight, and for God's sake get sonic
improvement in the conditions tinder which
our inca have been working.'' I have not lost
faith in the tvives of the trade unionists as
the member for West Perth seems to have
done. She seems to think that they prevent
strikes. Why, look at the women of Broken
Hill. After a strike of nearly two years'
duration, who was it that kept the spirits of
the men uip?

Mr. Wilson: Look at the wives of the coal
mainers.

Mr. McCALLUM: Yes, and of our ina at
Fremantle. Isn the bulk of the great indus-
trial troubles in all countries, it is women who
urge the men on.

Mrs. Cowan: Give them a vote, but do
not give their children under age a vote
instead.

Mr. 'McCALLLM:1 It does not matter to
mnc what arguments are put forward on the
other side; they simply do not knew.

Mrs. Cowan: They ought to.
Mr. 'MeCALLUM:. The member for WVest

Perth is content to east a slur on the. work-
ing classes of this State, to brand them. as
men without souls, men with no feeling for
their womenfolk, cold-hearted and callous,
and without thought for their offspring. I
-want to tell her that, no0 matter where thle
men are employed, whether on the water
front, in the field, factory or workshop,
-whether on the scaffold, walking like spiders
OL top of a big edifice where the slightest
false step would send them into oblivion,
whether in the bowels of the earth facing
death every day, these muen have human
hearts and the same feelings for their wives
and children as has the finest lady 'in this
land, even though shte lives in King's Park-
road. The wives of the workers are women,
the same as the member for "West Perth, and
they hare tile samne consideration for their
offspring. The argument that the unionists do0
not give consideration to them is unworthy
coaning from suebi a source.

The 3linister for M.%ines:. What about
letting the women do all the voting at the
ballot boxes?

'Mr. 'McCALLM: We shall be passing
through troublous times as we have been
doing dluring recent years, but in my judq-
mneat there will 'be no necessity for Australia
to pass through thle trying times which the
older world has experienced. I do not think
there is any need for us in this country to
develop the extreme feelings and passions
that have been displayed in connection with
the reorganiisation of industrial affairs in
the older parts of the world. What has hap-
pened in other countries need not necessarily
happen. here. I ant nut dne who binds him-
self to the theory, that because something
'has been done elsewhere, the same thing
should be done here. If I bad been in

Russia, I do not know what stand I would
have taken. I may have been with Lenin, I
'nay have been against him. The solution of the
problems that-coinfront the pieople of Russia
are probably quite different from those which
present themselves to us in this country. As
one who has tried to study and( understand
the conditions in Russia-I hlave read works
by writers of almost all nationalities--
these go to show that it is9 of no use trying
t' form a judgment regarding the conditions
in Russia from the cable niessages which ap-
pear in our daily Press. I have conic to no
judgment or decision as to whether Lenin or
Trotsky did the right thing in Russia. I may
say, though, that I ani anl admirer of the
capacity and intellect of Lenin. Every man
who has met him, no matter whether he
agreed wvith or strongly denounced his ac-
tions, adnilts that hie is a man of most power-.
ful. intellect and personality, one of the
greatest men of the age. -I hare sufficient
faith in his judgment to believe that, if this
titan had been iii Australia, he woulld not
have found it necessary to do in this eon-
tinent what it was found necessary to do in
Russia. I am not one who considers that
there is likely to he any revolutionary force
here.

The Miiiister for 'Mines: You do not
count the lamp-posts like a fornmer member
who was wvith us?

Mr. 'McCALLUM: I do not think there is
any necessity for that. A man who advo-
cares revolutioni by force in Australia is
either a crank who wants force for the maero
sake of force, or else he lias lie conception of
the position as it prevails in Australia. I
do not think the wage system is going to
last, but I think that we in Australia will
gradually evolve anl iniprovemient suitable to
Australian ideas and sentiments. 1 am not
pledging myself to what is going to hap-
pen in other parts of the world. In Italy
thle workers have pledged themselves almost
unanimously to syndicalism. They have
raided and taken industry by f orce,
andt in many instances have been con-
firmed in thieir piossession by Act of
Parliament. In parts of France and
in Germany it is thle law that, according to
the amount of capital invested, and the aumi-
her of men engaged in the industry, so shall
the managenment of the industry he carried
oil, the men themselves having a direct say
in the control of the industry. In America
and in England big clms are being ad-
vanced to give the workers some say i-n the
control of industry. I hare been closely
examining an experiment made in the build-
ing tradle in England. It started off with
a nieeting of two organisations of employers
and eniployees and it developed into a con-
ference of all the agencies engaged in the
building industries of Great Britain exam-
ining the position. They came to the con-
clusion that the main burden on the industry
was the mnan drawing big dividends from
building construction and taking no part in
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the work itself. There were big limited lia-
bility companies which had invested money in
building construction and which were the
burden on the industry. They agreed on a
scheme which has been put up to the Gov-
ernment for legislative sanction, under which
the amount of capital invested shall be taken
control of by all the agencies in the industry,
representation being given to each group,
bricklayers, carpenters, plasterers, engineers,
architects, and so on forming a council to
control the industry. The money is paid for
at the current rate of interest for gilt-edged
securities and the drone has thus been elim-
inted. Big operations for the construction
of homes in a number of provinces are being
tendered for. This is one scheme which I
intend to follow with a good deal of interest
to see how it works out. I ant not one who
subscribes to the idea that arbitration has
tailed. It may not have comec up to expecta.-
tions, but any number of ideas and Acts of
Parliament have not achieved all that was
desired and expected of them. Lighthouses
were built in order to prevent shipwrecks,
but no man would be foolish enough to say
that, because shipwrecks do occur, we should
demolish all our lighthouses. The Arbitra-
tion Courts have not prevented all strikes,
but they have shown the way to settlements
in many ease;, hove prevented many up-
heavals, and led to the smooth working of
industry on many occasions when serious
trouble threatened to disturb the country
front one end to the other. May I put
forward three suggestions which can 'be
given effect to now without any new
Act of Parliament or law, and which in
my judgment will tend towards the smooth
working of the industrial machine here.
First of all, there should be a permanent
President of the Arbitration Court appointed.
To date, the position has been that a judge
of the Supreme Court has been in the Arbitra-
tiou Court merely by way of filling in time.
No judge who so far has occupied that posi-
tion has studied the economic and industrial
situation. Every one of the Judges who has
presided over the Arbitration Court has said
candidly that he wanted to get out of the
job as soon as he possibly could. What is
needed as President of the Arbitration Court
is a man who will apply himself to the task
entirely, will make it his sale business, will
say "'I urn here in the interests of the com-
munity, to get smooth working of industry,
and f will make that my sole object''

The Minister for Mines: That was sug-
gested to the Labour movement' years ago,
and the suggestion was rejected.

Mr. 'McCALLUM: They think differently
in the Labour movement now. I put the sug-
gestion forward as one who knows the Labour
movenwant pretty well. I do not know when
such a proposal was rejected by the Labour
movement.

The Minister for Mines: I do.
Mr. MeCALLUM. It may have been re-

jected by some small section of the move-

meat, but I do not know of one occasion
nhen it was turned down by any representa-
tive organisation of this country.

The Minister for Mines: I know of lots of
such occasions.

Mr. 'MeCALLUM : I am prepared to face
any Labour organisation in this country, and
stand by that suggestion,

The -Minister for M1ines: I believe the
Labour organisations are coming round to
that view now.

Mr. McCALLUM: That is the position.
The next point is that there should be cen-
tralisation of administration as regards the
Arbitration Court. The administration is at
present divided between the registrar and the
clerk of the court, The ceatralistion I
suggest would tend towards smooth working,
and the whole of the administration could
easily be carried on in one office. Moreover,
under such a system the business of all par-
ties concerned would be materially facilitated,
as compja red with present conditions.

The Minister for Mines: The office of the
Arbitration Court ought to be a bureau
where either employer or employee can go
to obtain information on industrial matters.

Mr. MeCALLUM: That would meet the
situation. But let us niot have a registrar
controlling one section of the Arbitration Act
and a. clerk of courts controlling another sec-
tion. One man should be there to do the
whole of the business. The last Parliament
passed a short Act amending industrial legis-
lation, and one of the provisions of that Act
gives power for the appointment of Com-
missioners, who would have authority to call
compulsory conferences--any points at issue
not settled at such compulsory conferences
to be referred to the Arbitration Court for
decision. I would suggest that the three
members of the Arbitration Court, and I
wouldt go so far as to include also the clerk
of th~e trbitration Court, should be appointed
Commissioners, and that whenever they have
any knowledge of strained relations between
employers and employees, whenever they have
knowledge of a likelihood of industrial trouble
occurrng, any one of them should be en-
titled to call a compulsory conference, and
any one of them should be available for an
approach from either side. The Commission-
ers could fine the issues down to the few
points on which the parties cannot agree, and
those points only need then be referred to
the court. By that method a great deal of
the time of the court would be saved,'and its
business would be expedited. That method
would prevent the parties from getting at
loggerheads, and it would tend to settle a
dispute before feeling ran high. But the
whole business of the Arbitration Court has
developedl too much into red tape and cast-
iron regulations. There has not been enough
of conunon sense brought tg bear upon the
business. Sufficient attention has not been
paid to the views of men concerned with the
Arbitration Court, men who know something
of the feeling on either side. I want now
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to wake an earnest, honest appeal to the
Minister for Mines, not again to make a dis-
play of armed force in connection with in-
dustrial troubles, such a display as occurred
recently. I make that appeal as one who
values human life above all other things on
earth, as one who wishes never to see one
drop of human blood spilt because of indus-
trial disputes. I do not want anything to
occur that will even for one moment involve
the possibility of a sacrifice of human life.
We want to escape such happenings as wo
have read of in the old world, where it has now
become the practice, as soon as there is indus-
trial trouble, or a big strike, 1o bring out
armed forces on behalf of one side or the
other. If we are to escape that kind of thing
here, the desire to escape it must not obtain
only on one side.

The Minister for Mines: Hear, hear!,
That is the point.

Mr. MeCALLUM: If we do not want those
happenings here, it is not suffcient for us
who hold responsible positions in the Labour
,novemnent, and exer3fise some influence over
the rank and file, to appeal to our -followers
not to use force., It is no use going to large
bodies of mna and arguing with them on
those lines, if we have the reply hurled back
at us, ''took what the other side are doing;
they have brought out armed forces; they
are prepared to shoot us down; they have
even gone so far as to provide field hospitals
with nurses to bandage us np after we hove
been shot down." The position is very deli-
cate and difficult. The attitude adopted in
connection with the Esplanade Hotel trouble
seemed to me absolutely ridiculous. fIn the
Eastern States it was a laughing-stock.
Nevertheless, the position was; so critical that
the least slip mnade by, shall I say, Home hot-
head on either side-

The Minister for Mines: Hear, hear! On
either side. -

Mr.- MeCALLUM: The least mistake on
eith~r side might have -resulted in the lighting
of a conflagration as to which it would he be-
yond the power of ny, Minister or of any one
of us to sa-y where it would- end. Ii know it will
be contended] that the action taken in con-
nection with the Esplanade Hotel affair was
owing to certain threats which had been
made. I was out of the State at the time of
the trouble, but I have read up the news-
paper reports of what occurred. I have con-
suited with the men in charge, and neither
from them, nor from the newspaper reports,
can I learn of any threat of any sort havi ng
been made until the day when there was that
demonstration by the police. I admit that
one speech made on that day may be
said to have contained a threat. But
up to that point I can find ab trace
of any threat, and all the men who
were in authority tell me that no threats
whatever were used. If it is asked what I
would do in the circumstances, my answer
is' that if I had been in the Minister's place
f would have sent for the men holding re-

spoasible positions in the Labour movement
and would have said to them, "It is reported
to me, and it is rumourcd around the city,
that certain happenings are about to take
place on such and such a day, and that your
side are preparing to do this or that. Now,
Y want to know from you where you stand in
this matter, whether you sanction the pro-
posed action, and what attitude you as re-
sponsible men are taking in connection with
the trouble,"

Mr. Pickering: A very sensible sugges-
t ion.

Mr. McOALLUM: The Premier has often
enough admitted in this Rouse that every
time we have met him we have laid our cards9
on the table and been perfectly open and
frank with him, There is no Minister of the
Crown, either in this or in any other Govern-
ment, with whom I1 have had business while I
was chief executive officer of the L abou r move-
wnent here, who can quote one instance where
I have deceived him or failed to be perfectly
candid and frank with him. In my opinion,
that is the only way to get through. At the
time of the Fremantle trouble, I went to the
then Premier's residence and got him out of
bed and spoke to himi in his pyjamas, telling
him I knew What was the position at Fre-
mantle, I took this action in order that the
then Premier should knew exactly what
would occur, It is no use demanding that
reason shalt prevail on one side only, and that
all the force shall be or' the other side. We
know that men's passions have become in-
tensified. 'The war has made men abnormal.
They are now in quite a different position
from that which they were in during former
days. - The industrial situation requires very
careful and skilful handling. I believe that
we are facing a difficult problem; hut if each
one of us makes uip his mind to give the best
that is in him to the solution of the problem,
and to be candid and honest, there is no need
for ny of us to face the future with any
other fueling than that of complete coedi-
dene.

Captain CARTER (Leederille) [9.41];
Following upon the lead established by the
Leader of the Opposition, and I think I na
right in saying the lend given by every pre-
vious speaker, I desire to offer my congratu-
lations to the member for West Perth (Mrs.
Cowan) on her attainment to the high dis-
tinction of being the first lady legislator in
the history of Australian politics. I desire
also to offer my congratulations to the House
on, the splendid spirit of amity which ap-
pears to prevail. In personally congratulat-
ing the Lender of the Opposition upon his
excellent speech in this debate, I told him
-and I believe every member of thre party
to which I belong would say this with me-
that the hon. gentleman's policy of modera-
tion and straightforwardness is one to which
we can all subscribe. I believe that if that
policy is to be given a trial, and if we wit-
ness cohesion between the party sitting
opposite and the Ministerial party, there are
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brighter times Ahead for Western Australia
than hare been seen during the past several
years. I am also glad to have noted the
spirit of fairness in the speech of the lion.
member who has just concluded. I congratu-
late him on that spirit, but I cannot agree
with hinm when lie says that his own leader,
the Leader of the Opposition, ''erred'' on
the side of fairness. I have yet to learn
that one can err on the side of fairness fin
dealinZ with matters of such grave import as
are coming before this House for discussion
during the present session, and aq I believe
and hope will conic forward in every session
which we shall eater upon. It is not my
intention to make a long speech, and I pro-
pose to be bound by that declaration, though

,think almost every speaker has begun by
proclaiming his intention to refrain from
delivering a lengthy oration. Ifi the first
place, whilst I shall touch upon the finances,
I do not propose to commit the House to the
task of listening to a diatribe from me on
that subject. Mine is ))ot a discursive
criticism, but simply A plea, and a very earn-
est and honest plea, to the House, and to
the Government more especially, for the adop-
tion of businesslike methods. We are faced
to-day with a deficit, in round figures, of five
millions sterling, which, if we run it out at
a,, ordinary, low rate of interest, represents
an outgoing of something like £800 per day.
So that every day we have to send out of
this State 800 golden sovereighis, or their
equivalent, in order to meet 'the interest
which we owe as a State. We speak a great
deal about our sinking fud, and take a
great pride in it. We declare that our assets
are good, and quite equivalent to our fian,-
cial obligations. But that is not satisfactory
in a country such as ours. At all events, it
is not as satisfactory as it should be, con-
sidering the meagre population which is hold-
jag this vast territory with nil its limitless
possibilities. On this subject again I say
that mine is a plea for business acumen and
for businesslike methods. We need tight,
keen, close-fisted supervision of all expendi-
ture wherever it is, and of whatever nature it
may be. I think it was the Leader of the Op-
position who said the other evening that
something drastic had to he done. I quite
agree writh that declaration, :kndt I say that
something drastic should lie done immedi-
ately, that the pruning knife should hea put
in wherever it is niecessairy', and that the pro-
raises made on the hunstings by Ministers And
e'erv one of their followers, and by the Lender
of thec Opposition and every one of his fol-
lowers, should be redemed, and redeemed at
the earliest possible moment. the other day
I was speaking with a in who is the tuanag-
iug director of one of the largest business
concerns operating in this State, with a turn-
over of something like three-quarters of a
million. He told me that within eight dlays
of the annual balance his management had
placed before them, perhaps not an audited,
but a truly certified balance sheet, with an es.

timaite for the coming year attached thereto.
Now, it seems to me that we should inculcate
upon our Government departments sonme of the
methods employed by the company referred to.
We have a much bigger turnover, but we
have ai much bigger staff to handle it. We
should realise that it is essential that
greater efficiency than has been displayed
in the past should charaeterise the Civil
Service. The company I have referred to
has no overpaid advisory boards, commit-
tees, or commissions, or an overpaid
salaried staff. Their staff merely comprises
lhard working, but well paid and competent
officers, who are doing their job well. It
is necessaryin a concern such as the one I
have referred to for the employee to be
worthy of his hire if hie is to retain his
positon. I am sorry to say that in at least
some of the Government departments there
seenms to be no keen desire on the part of
officers to give of their best to the country.
There is no evidence of keen efficiency. I
am in favour of the Appointment of a
select committee or a Royal Commission,
whichever may be the cheaper and more
effective to deal with this subject, to go
thoroughly into the question of the Civil
Ser-vice. One might ask with all sincerity
and without any irrelevancy, ia the words
of the Scriptures: ''How long 0 Lord are
we to suffer?"' I believe that this State
lias suffered to a serious extent through the
lack of control of our departments, and
owing to the unbusinesslike methods
adlopted. Economy hase been the watchword
all through the speeches which have so far
been delivered throughout this debate. The
Leader of the Opposition used that word
as his text and preached a very fine sermon.
The ]Premnier, in his reply, promised econo-
rmies and proceeded to show how those
economries could be effected. r believe
thke Premier is sincere in his desire to effect
econinies and I shall give him my hearty
suppoert in his efforts in that direction. I
think hie is honest when bie says that bcono-
inies are being effected and that they will
be continued. I hope too, that the Minis-
ters who are sitting with him in Cabinet
will give every assistance to the Premier
ii, his efforts to effect economies. I trust
that in their own departments they will
see to it that those things which are not
useful shall be cut out; and let us proceed
with the activities of those departmnents in
a more buisinesslike manner.

lion. %V. C. Aagwin: You will have to let
.a lot go before you do that.

(Capt. CARTER: I fun not blaming any
Government in particular, for mistakes will
happen in the best regulated families. We
have heard a lot about what happened in
1916, and of the way the finances were
handled up~ till then. It must be rememi-
hered, however, that there has been a war
sinc.e 1916.

lHon. W. C. Angwvin: There was a wvar on
at that time.
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Capt. CARTER: That is perfectly true,
but it is only recently that we have been
feeling the full effects of the war. We felt
some of the effects in 1917, 1918, 1919,
1020, but we are feeling them mnore now.

Hon. WX. C. Angwin: We did not have a
drought during those years.

Capt. CARTER: In 1916 the people of
Western Australia dlid not know that the
war was proceeding. T give the member for
North-East Fremantle every credit for what
hie did during the war period in the inter-
ests of not only thle State but of the Empire
as well. I give him, that credit not only
for what hie 'himself did, but for what his
family did as well. I have a personal know-
ledge of what that was, but I repeat that
in 1916 we as Western Australians did not
know there was a war proceeding. We
were reaping benefits where other countries
were suffering.

Hon. IV. C. Angwin: All the timber mills
were closed down long before that.

Capt. CARTERf: It is only to-day that
we realise the full effects of the debacle of
1914. 'We have in the Premier a man who
is an optimist. He has been dubbed an
optimist on many occasions and while he
is optimistic regarding the future, that is
only good so far as it goes. That optimism
is of little avail unless it is backed uip by
practical efforts.

The Minister for Agriculture: It is backed
up with practical efforts.

Capt. CARTER: I hope and believe that
that is so, and that th6 Premier will be
assisted in his efforts by the Ministers
serving with him.

The Minister for Agriculture: I hope so.
Capt. CARTER: 0 hope the Mindster for

Agriculture will see that there is an improve-
ment in his department. The fact remsains
that we are up against a deficit of five mUl-
liont pounds. We have to face the music and
should he able to do so with, a consolidated
front. During the war isolated positions or
units which becaume isolated constituted a
danger to the whole front. This lesson of
the war may he applied to the financial
position of Western Australia, and it
points to the necessity for combining
to conserve the interests of the State
to help to lift us out of our financial
troubles. Thle Leader of the Opposition has
given the members Fitting behind him a splen-
(11(1 lead. If we present a united front, there
is every possibility of finding a way out of
our present difficulties. It is essential that
every avenue of economy should be availed
of. When it is realisked that with a popula-
tion of 330,000 odd people, some 100,000 are
living within a 12-mile radius of Parliament
House, anyone having a regard for economies
will italise the condition of affairs which is
bound to arise. The figures I have given are
approximate, but they afford me the oppor-
tunity of pointing out that our population is
out of all proportion to some of our public.
utilities. The Leader of thle Opposition drew
attention the other night to the fact that in

Western Australia we have one mile of rail-
way for every 87 persons in the State, where-
as in Victoria there is a mile of railway for
every 460 persons.

The 'Minister for Agriculture: We have
been opening up the country.

Capt. CARTER: I admit that and I am
not running (Iowa, any particular Government
or the developirental policy they pursued. I
know that this State is one which has to be
developed. The year before last I travelled
8,500 nsiles by road all over the State and.
I had an opportunity of seeing the industries
of Western Australia first hand. I wast ink-
pressed by the possibilities ahead of our in-
dustries and I hope these will prove benrieriial
to the country in thle course of a conmpara-
tiv-ely few years. At the same time, one can-
not but realise that our railway construction
is out of all proportion to our population.
I amn strongly opposed to any further exten-
sionis in connection with our railways until
such times as our financial position is more
stable. For the samne reason I anl, opposed
to any extension of the tramway systemi as
opecrating in the city of Perth to-day.

%fr. Clydesdale: You were adv-ocating re-
cently an extension in your own electorate.

Capt. CARTER: I have never yet done
that. I challenge the hon. member to Show
'iere I have advocated an extension of the
tramways in my own electorate. I believe
there is on foot a proposal which, from a
business point of view, could not commend
itself to any business concern. Ia face of
the deficit, I content we cannot afford to
spend £:41,160 in connection with an erten-
sion which cannot pay its way for at least
too years, or more likely, for five y'ears.

Mr. Clydesdale: It wilt pay its way from
thle first month it is opened.

Capt. CARTER: That is merely your
statement. It proves nothing.

Hon. W. C. Aagwin: The Perth tramns are
not paying now.

Capt. CAIRTER: In face of the deficit,
the South Pc-rth-Comno extension is one which
no sane business firm or corporation would
consider for one moment. In the first place, it
is perhaps the least payable proposition which
could be brought forward in connection with
dur city tramnway extensions. The Govern.
mnent are hard up for money anid I think they
are wrong in proposing such an, extension, it
has been stated that the extension was ap-
proved of by Parliament last session, I have
read ''Hansard'' dealing with this ques-
tion, and I contend that it proves that the
South Perth-Costo extension was never men-
tioned during the djiscussions in Parliament.

The Minister for Agriculture: The exten-
sions wero approved.

Capt. CARTER: They were not approved.
I have the copy of ''Hansard"' with tile and
I would advise the Minister to read the mat-
ter again. The Minister voted against the
explenditure under the item: ''Trainways,
Perth Electric, and Extensions, £87,000.''
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The Minister for Agriculture:. The item
was passed.

Capt. CARTER: On the casting vote of
the Chairman. The Minister knows it is true
that be voted against this extension.

Hon. W. 0. Angwin: My vote saved it.
Capt. CARTER: I am surprised to hear

that.I
Hon. W. C. Angwin: I .thought they

wanted rolling stock.
The Minister for Agriculture: The itemn

was passed for the extensions and for eveiy-
thing else.

Mr. Angelo: This particular line was never
mentioned.

Capt. CARTER: In the metropolitan area
we have one of the most highly inefficient
systems operating in the Commonwealth. I
have looked closely into the question during
the last few weeks and I have no hesitation
in saying that the terunini constitute a posi-
tive disgrace. Take the Bulwer Street-North
Perth line; there is a double line to within
about five chains of the actual terminus. At
that, point between 8 o'clock and 8.20 in the
morning, one can see anything from three to
six ears banked up waiting for the car at the
terminus to return. Prom the time the first
car is able to go to the terminus and com-
mence the return journey till the fourth car
is able to move, is a period of 14 minutes,
The time occupied in -running from the Nqorth
Perth -terminus to the Barrack Street Jetty
is exactly 14 minutes. In other words, the
tram loses a trip every time it goes to the
terminus. This position has been brought
about through the lack of foresight by the
department in neglecting to accede to the re-
quest of the North Perth people to duplicate
the line to the terminus. The same thing
applies at the Mount Hawthorn terminus,
at the Walcott Street terminus, and at Ingle-
wood, where they have not got even a loop.
The same position obtains in a dozen
different ways in connection with the
system, which is a disgrace to the en-
gineers in charge of that departmental work.
Our tracks are a positive menace. I have
asked the Minister concerned for the number
of accidents and derailments. The depart-
ment is still going into the figures. I know
that at least three accidents have happened
on the Beanfort-street line as the result of
trains jumping the rails. It is only by good'
fortune that wve have not had a calamitods
disaster through tram accidents. Our rolling
stock is dirty and the system as a whole is
a disgrace. Ink the second place we have no
money for unprofitable investment. While
we have to pay £800 in interest every day we
cannot put money into prospective concerns.
'Would any corporation go looking for pro-
spective business such as the South Perth-
Como extension when they have such payable
concerns as that nwhieh the member for Clare-
niont has introduced to the 'Minister, and
that which I mentioned in a letter which I
wrote to the Press, namuely the extension of
the tramiline along Cambridge-street. We
need that line badly, nd wve have two or

three times the population of South Perth
to he served. Yet I do not believe that we
should have ny further extensions until our
financial position improves. The South
Perth-Come scheme will not bear comparison
with any of several which I can mention.
Any private tramway system would refuse
point blank to consider the scheme which the
Minister tells *s is to be carried out forth-
with. I am not sure that it will be carried
out forthwith for I think the House will pre-
vent that action. At the next sitting of the
H-ouse I hope to give notice of motion to
that effect. We have no right to spend the
money in our pockets simply .because it is
there. The 'Minister has told us that the
material has been ordered, is arriving, and
will deteriorate if it is not used. It is the first
time I have heard of steel rails deteriorating.
We must think of what wye owe before we
incur this new expenditure.

Mr. Clydesdale:, Thea, according to your
argumient, Perth is to remain dormant.

Capt. CARTER: No, but the railways and
tranmways of the metropolitan area are alto-
gether out of proportion to our total popula-
lion, as our metropolitan population is alto-
gether out of proportion economically to the
population of the State. Allied closely with
the important question of public health is
the question of water supply. 'Metropolitan
members have formed a committee irrespec-
live of party, and laid their views before
the Premier. The latest information we
could get from the Premier was that ho
had a further report from the engineer, deal-
ing with the extension of the Canning scheme.
Ho says it will take a couple of millions to-
build that scheme and that two or three
years will be required for its comnpletid'n.
That being the estimated cost, I feel that
probably -the actual cost will be three
millions, and the time necessary for the com-
pletion of the scheme at least a year longer
than is estimated. There is a tremendously
urgent mnced for some efficient scheme of
water supply in the metropolitan area; in.
the higher parts of North Perth people can-
not get n-ater until after 11 p.m., amnd the
water when secured is greatly discoloured
and is at a temperature half-way along to
boiling point. We should eliminate from the
various schemes put forward those which are
not satisfactory from a practical point of
view. During recent years little or nothing
has heen heard of the proposed extension of
the Mundaring scheme. I have here a few
figures, and at a later date I hope ±0 go into
the matter exhaustively. The goldfields
.scheme drewv from Mundarimig in the year
1919-20 854,000,000 gallons. During the same
period the quantity used in the metropolitan
area, drawn from all sources, was 2,242,000,-
000 gallons. Thus the total quanmtity uesd
was 3,000,000,000 gallons. The capacity of
ti ' Mundaring Weir is 5,000,000,000 gallons.
Allowing for 700,000,000 gallons supplied
by the Victoria reservoir and flickley Brook
there is more than two. years' supply in the-
weir. Those figures are taken from annual
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reports; they are very striking. Mr. W, C.
Reynoldson, engineer for goldfields water
supply, reported on the 16th September,
1904, that in his opinion the extension of
the Mundo ring scheme was the simplest,
cheapest, safest, and most efficient pro-
position that could be put up. On the
23rd October, 1907, he made another
report in which, without giving any
reasons, he advocated the Canning scheme,
forgetting all about the Mundaring
scheme. He advocated the building of a
tremendously expensive scheme on the Can-
ning. I would impress unpon the Rouse the
necessity for a vastly improved water supply
it the metropolitan area. The condition of
our water supply is disgraceful. The Min-
ister will say that we have bores capable of
producing millions of gallons daily of ex-
cellent water. But in South Australia not
;very long ago a very excellent bore, of about
the same capacity of ours, gave out in a
night, and that was the end of it. We have
no guarantee that our bores will carry us for
a wreak. Yet we are paying £E8,000 per an-
numn in wages for the pumping of that water
into our mains. And still we have not an
adequate supply in certain localities. The
necessity for the establishment of a proper
water supply in the metropolitan area is
very great, We have heard much of the
dear loaf; this has been mentioned chiefly
in relation to the wheat pool this year. As
a representative of a constituency which pro-
duces over 75 per cent- of the milk consumed
ink the metropolitan area I am vitally inter-
ested in the wheat pea1, and I am also inter-
ested as a representative of the loaf con-
sumer, In the light of the information I
have, I do not think that if the wheat pool
is to be carried on in the way it has been in
the past it is a safe and sound proposition.
Members of the Country Party will sacy that
it is indispensable. I reply that we have
already had offers from private firms to con-
duct the wheat business.

The Minister for Agriculture: 'What flrms9

Capt. CARTER: Dreyfus & Co. for one.
However, T do not want to jeopardise the
interests of one section of the community for
the benefit of another. I believe in safe-
guarding the interests of our primary pro-
ducrers. Still there are auumalies in the
administration of the pool which its most
ardent supporters will find difficult to ex-
-plain. I have here an extract from the
"Australasin"~ of the 18th June last. I am
going to give these figures, because when on
a previous occasion I gave them they were
contradicted, and I was promised that they
would bie contradicted publicly. They have
not been publicly contradicted and so T want
to give the Minister a chance to contradict
them if he can.

The Minister for Agriculture: I will do
SO.

Capt. CARTER: The Minister said so
before. That was a fortnight or three weeks
ogo. The extract reads-

Importing countries have ceased control
of wheat and flour, and every wheat-
exporting country in the world, except
Russia and Australia, now has a free mar-
ket. Before pooling, it cost farmers an
average of 5d. a bushel -including rail,
agent's commission, labour margin for risks
and losses, rentals, overhead and every
ether charge borne by the wheat-to
handle the wheat from farmers' waggons
in the country to ship's hold. Under pool-
ing, the same service cost an average of
12d. a bushel.
The 'Minister for Agriculture: It costs

5d. a bushel.
Capt. CARTER: The statement con-

tincnes-
On the increase of 7d. a bushel, less than

1d. can be ascribed to increased wages for
lumping and other charges. An open mar-
ket will reduce handling expenses to within
id. a bushel of what it was before pooling.
'That will save growers 6d. a bushel.

On the question of chartering, one wouild
think that the Commonwealth Government,
with all the information and resources at
hand, would surely be able to' place ships'
bottomns for export at something like a fair
average price per ton. Listen to what has
happened-

In October and November the Australian
Wheat Board is reported to have chartered
1,000,000 tons for December to April,
loading at from 135s. to 155s. a ton. By
December freights were dlown to 90a. a
ton; the January rate was 80s.; February
70s.; March 60s., and April 50s. Present
rates are still lower.

They dropped lower than that before they
started to rise again.

Notwithstanding cheap tonnage booked
since November, the average rate of
freight on the 56,000,000 bushels of new
season's wheat shipped up to the present
is 115s. a ton. Vessels (chartered last
November) at 150s. a ton were loading
lnst month alongside of vessels whose
charges were 50s. a ton.

I have given the Minister the source of the
article and I hare read the article to hinm.
I have asked the Minister to refute this
statement, but it has never been done pub-
licly,

The 'Minister for Agriculture: It will be
done publicly.

Capt. CARTER: If any business concern,
or the wheat pool in particular, has to be sad-
dled with an incubus of 6d. a bushel on
its wheat, thee it is an unsound proposition.
It is no wonder that the dairy farmers in
my district are finding it almost imupossible
to feed their cows on the offal which should
be available to them ait a cheaper price.
There is one question which the member for
South Frenitle touched upon and which is
of vital interest to this country. That is
the amendrment of the arbitration law. The
hon. member, in the course of his speech,
referred to the Whitley council system, and
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though hie saidi he wvas not in favour of it,
he went on immediately to propound a scheme
which appeared to inc to be on all fours
with the system he had just previously con-
demned. I believe in the Whitley system.
What I know of it is that it operates in
other countries with great credit to itself
and benefit to the whole community. There
is an opportunity at these round table con-
ferences for en interchange of viewpoints,
thle comunity of interest displayed by the
employer onl the one hand and the employee
on the other make for co-operation between
the two, and the results have been a decided
increase in production, There has been an
improvement in working methods and, as the
previous speaker mentioned, there has been
a utilisation of brains and initiative wher-
ever these have. been discovered. There are
men in the ranks of the employees who, by
reason of their contact with their employers,'have been raised to higher positions than
they ever held previously. These round table
conferences have on the whole been a most
effective, cheap, and speedy method of deal-
ing with disputes. They have prevented the

strike and they have prevented the lockout.
I agree with the heon. member that their chief
virtue is that they have not the red tape
which attaches to our miore formal Court of
Arbitration, but I go further and say that
they bave not thre red rag which very often
operates when men refuse to come together
and be reasonable. If this system could be
developed in a greater and more efficient
manner in Western Australia-after all it
was such a system which dealt finally with
the railwvay strike-then I believe it would
make for thle better running of the country
:as a whole. A further matter I wish to
touch upon is that of thle capitation grant.
I was surprised to find that it was not men-
tioned, especially by speakers on the Oppo-
sition side, because there is a very strong
possibility that the Commonwealth authorities
will make an effort to reduce, if not to
filLly wipe out, that 2 5s. per bend which is
ours to-day. The Premiers' Conference,
which was to have dealt with the matter,' has
been delayed. I do not know whether it is
that our Premier is frightened 'to approach
the Premiers of thle other States on this
matter, or what the reason is, but the fact
remains that the 25is. per annum, which comes.
to us from Customs revenue, has not been
touched uip to the present, though there is
a threat by the Commonwealth authorities to
reduce it. If that should happen, it is a
simple slim in arithmetic to multiply that
by 330,000 to find out what we shall
lose. It wvould be calamnitous for this
State from a financial point Of view. I
hope the Glovernment will see that every
opportunity is taken to combat this inroad
which is threatened upon our financial
position. It is not air intention to l 'abour
the fact that we are in a peculiar position
in reaard to the almost total absence of
secondary industries. It is a fact which is
only too painfnlly obvious to one who

stands aside and regards the situation. We
in Western Australia have a glorious herit-
age, one of which we should all be proud.
We have it in the mineral world anti
in the cereal world, and we are second to
none in other phases of opportunity. The
member for Claremont (Mr. 5. Thomson)
could tell us of the excellent high grade
iron ore which may be obtained at Yanipi;
Sound ; yet we have no steel works to
handle this product. 'We produce lead and
copper and send them out of our State for
treatment. We have in our metropolis the
cheapest electrical current of any city in Aus-
tralasie, and where are our secondary in-
dustries9 They are conspicuous by an
almost total absence. Our coastal waters
abound with teeming millions of choice fish,
and yet fish is a scarce commodity in Perth.
It is impossible to plae , one's band on a
cheap supply because the whole business is'
in the grip of a ring, and although the
Government have made efforts in the past,
rather unsavoury in one or two instances,
to deal with this matter-

The Minister for Agriculture: Why say
unsavouiry?

Capt. CARTER: In more wnys than one,
physically and otherwise. The question has
not been satisfactorily dealt with. What
can be said of one industry may be said
of another. Take, for instance, the woollen
mills, which we are told will be established
in Western. Australia. It is the bounden
duty of the Government to assist the con-
suiner and the grower to corne together in
this matter of the establishment of woollen
mills. Let us make that tremendous saving
in. ov-crhead charges which we have to
inet to-day. We have thle spectacle of our
wool being carted hundreds of miles to the
port, loaded in ships, sent thousands of
miles across the sea to the Bradford and
other mills, brought back again and then
sold to us over own own counters with
all the overhead charges of railage, freight,
manufacture, insurance, commissions galore
-there are plenty of middlemen-at the,
finally enhanced price. I believe that the
immediate establishimeht of such industries
would lend to a final and permanent redluc-
tion in the cost of living.

Mr. Angelo: Would you ask the Govern-
meat to start woollen mills?

Capt.. CARTER: Let them give every sup-
port to those who arc now throwing out
feelers in connection with the establish-
menUt Of Woollen mill1s. We have h ad
enough of Government enterprises. The
establishment of such an indnstry would
provide employment and training for our
youths. At the present time we bear the
question, "What are we to do with our
youths?'' and the answer is flung back in
our teeth, ''Our youth have practically no
pQecondary indulstries to engage in.'' If we
are goinig to support the 190,000 people
whoml we have in the metropolitan area-
and it is economically wrong that there
should be such a preponderance of the
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population in the metropolitan area-we
miust take the only truly economic course
Ind see to the establishment of secondary
industries. This must be done by every
possible means the Government can adopt.

The Ministjer for Mines: That would re-
suit in bringing more people into the
metropolitan area.

Capt. CARTER: T do not misni if woollen
mills are established amongst our pastoral-
ists. 'Ut would be easy to send the youth
there for training. I do not wish to have
them brought to the city. IU am pleading
for the establishment of secondary indus-
tries and asking the Government to render
every assistance to get rid of the incubus
of imported goods. We have the raw
material in plenty and we have the men to
do the work. No finer statement could be
delivered than that by the member for
South Fremantle this evening-a mnemor-
able statement which I believe is true-
that the Australian workman is second to
none on earth. We have, the raw material
in plenty and the men in plenty. Why
not get to work ? He[re 'we are in this
angust Chamber, seut here to do the
work of legislating for the greatest
common good, and the greatest common good
possible in 'Western Australia is the inculca-
tion of a desire on the part of the people to
promote primary industry andI to establish
secondary industry to deal with our -raw
material. We can go from one to another of
these industries, fruit canning, paper making,
alkali deposits, salt, sugar growing, these and
a thousand and one others of which we have
not yet touched the fringe. I lived at Mlount
]Barker fur a couple of years and saw valuable
fruit, windfalls, but jolly good fruit, better
than much of that which is often obtained
from the shops in Perth, being fed to the
pigs because there was no provision for can-
ig, and at that time no possibility of jan-
making. Since then an effort in this direc-_
tion has been made, hut not on a scale suffi-
ciently large to encourage the growers to g4
in for further cultivation. Take Harvey: I
think IU am right in saying that the fruit-
grwers there have uprooted 'whole acres of
orange trees simply because they. were not
paying. Not paying when, in. the city at the
preslent time, one has to pay uip to 3s. a
dozen for oranges!

M.%r. Clydesdale: It is onl account of the
clay that they will inot grow.

Capt. CAiRTER: The position certainly
demands most earnest consideration.

The Minister for Agriculture: And is re-
ceiving it.

Capt. CARTER: There is room for more
action.

The Minister for Agriculture: It is getting
action, too.

Capt. CARTER: T hope that is correct, It
at any time active work was. required, now is
the timne.

The Minister for "Mines: There never was
so much attention paid to the establishment

of secondary industries as has been tile eas2
during the last 12 months.

Capt. CARTER: I am glad to hear that
statement and I ' hope*- that action will be,
taken as well. I hope this House will see that
it is taken. I hope this House will assist Mini-
isters in every possible way towards the es-
tablishment of secondary indasties. Hand in
hand with the working of our Rnilway De-
partmnict there is that urgent necessity, which
faces every young country, for the establish-
meat of main trunk roads, and thle upkeep
of its roads in general on a good,
sound basis. I believe that in this re-
spect we have ahead of us in WVest-
ern Australia a task which is going to
tax not only our enterprise, hut also our ener-
gies, to handle it in a satisfactory manner. In
Victoria there was to he found prior to the
year 1912, an aggregation of just about the
worst roads in Australasia. During 1912,
however, Victoria introduced its Country
Roads Act. It was my privilege to attend just
recently a lecture delivered by a Perth gentle-
main who went on a holiday in the Eastern
States, taking his ear with him. Landing in
Adelaide, he toured right through the Eastern
States by motor; and he returned by steamer.
He was thoughtful enough to prepare a
lantern lecture illustrative of his trip; aud as§
a member of the Good Roads Association of
Western Australia, he went into the subject
nmo.t exhaustively, with the specific purpose
of showing what was to be found there, good
and bad-he showed us both. But, for one
thing, he did show us a most wonderful col-
lee ti on of good Victorian roads. He says t hat
the excellence of the Victorian road system-
arid the Victorian people claim that this is
so-is due to the Country Roads Act, and the
system of handling roads.

The Minister for Mlineq: Will you tell ns1how much Victdria borrowed for the purpose,
Capt. CARTER: I will come to that. New

South \Valcs, 'Queensland, and South Australia
have had under very serious consideration the
adoptioa of a similar Act Tnde'l, I believe
that Queensland has already adopted the ASct,
with slight mordifications. The mevasure pro-
vidles for a hoard of three-two engineers
andI a skilled administrator-under the con-
trol of a -Minister of the Crown. That ia it-
self represents a very great impr-avemeat, and
certainly augurs well for economy as come-
pared with the scheme propouinded here by
the 'Minister for Works, who isugacst4 the es-
tablishment of three road distriets anad the
appointment of three boards. The powers of
the hoard under the Victorian Act are, firstly,
to decide what roads shall be mail] roads, and
take over the same; secondly, to find out the
most suitable materials for road construction
and maninteninne-a function which seems to
112 to afford wide scope for activity in West-
ern Australia; thirdly, to put into use the
most effective methods of road construction
and maintenance; and, fourthly, to determine
what deviations are necessary, and what new
roads should he laid out or made. The Act
safeguards local authorities, who have the

219



,fl [ASSEMBLY4

right of appeal. Owners are compensated if
their land is injuriously affected, or is taken
over by the board.

Hon. W. C. Angv~in: But the ratepayers
have no say regarding the construction of
roads, and the amount of rates thereby neces-
sitated.

Capt, CARTER. I may inform the hon.
member that if this Act, a precis only of which
I am giving to the House, does not in every
detail meet with the approval of the House,
we can have something modelled on the Vic-
torian ines. We can improve upon the Vic-
torian Act just as Queensland has done. There
is no reason why we should not consider this
Act as a skeleton Measure to be filled out in
accordance with our own views of what is de-
sirable.

Mr. Clydesdale. It gets right beck to the
fact that we have not the population hero
to pay the cost. Anyone connected with muni-
cipal affairs will tell you that.

Capt. CARTER; The hon. member would
apparently prefer to leave in the hads of the
Williams Road Board, if there is such a body

Mr. Johnston: There is, and it is a very
good roads board.

Cnpt. CARTE'R:-the responsibility of de-
ciding how many miles-I am not sure of the
mileage, but I believe it is something in the
neighbourhood of 100 miles-in its district
shall be considered main roads.

Mr. Johnston: More than that.
Capt. CARTER: The member for Canning

(Mr. Clydesdale) says it is as sound to leave
a condition of affairs such as exists in thi's
State at present, as to attempt. something
which is better. I say such an attitude is
absolutely illogical. We have at the present
time a road system which is absolutely rotten,
for the simple reason that it is ineffective,
and cannot become effective because it is Im-
possible for members of roads. hoards, or for
roads boards as a whole, to handle the job
which is put on them.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is only because,
they cannot get the money.

Capt. CARTER: That amounts to the same
thing. They cannot do anything without
money. Where are they going to get the
money?

Mr. Clydesdale: It is only because there
are not sufficient People here to pay the
amount of rates that would have to be im-
posed upon then.

Capt, CARTER: I take it, then, that the
hon. member is resigned to his fate and does
not want improved methods.

Mr, Clydesdale: Nothing of the sort.
Hon. W. C. Angwin:. It is all very well

for the member for Leederville to talk, but
let him wait until it comes to striking rates;
that is the point.

Capt. CARTER: I still have to learn from
the interjectors of anything in the present
system that savours of virtue. There is abso-
lutely no virtue in the present system, which
is utterly ineffective and cannot possibly last

much longer. I should expect consideration
of this matter from hon. members who have
the interests of our primary producers at
heart; and It take it we all have. I1 am not
putting forward my roads proposal from a
motorist's or a. pleasure-seeker's point of
view, I am speakiag of the importance of
roads front a developmental point of view.

Mr. Clydesdale: Quite right.
Capt. CARTER: Our railways run through

an enormous area of country; we are wonder-
fully well situated in respect of railway corn-
inunication-fromn an economic point of view,
too well situated. But those railways cannot
reach every farm, and we have roads running
30, 40, and 50 miles into farming country
which is not tapped by railway' censtruction.
Therefore it is our bounden duty to protect
the interests of the farmer who is distant 20
or 30 miles or more from a railway, If he
has to cart his products over, say, 20 ndLes
of quagmires, iniscalled roads, heo is not being
given a chance. It is up to the House to
consider very carefully the lines which have
been adopted in the Eastern States with so
much success. Sufficient should it be for the
Rouse at least to consider the matter when
I tell hon. members again that Queensland
has adopted the Victorian Act and that other
States are seriously considering its adoption.
It is not necessary for me to go into much
further detail on this subject, though I may
add that, so far as I can gather from the
prdcis of the Act which I have before me,
that it contains stipulations of such a nature
as to safeguard the interests of nil concerned
-the property owner, the board, the Minis-
ter controlling the board, and the State as
a whole. It is high time that in Western
Australia we had roads which would at least
give our settlers a chance to handle their pro-
duels. I speak from experience.

lHon. W. C. Angwin: I agree with you there,
hut our population is small and we cannot do
so much.

Capt. CARTER: But is it not going to be
more than it is at the present time?9 If we set
out to make alt our roas good at the one
time, the task is going to prove painfully
impossible. But if we set out on a policy
of gradual but sure improvement, we shall
have a chance of achieving success under a
system which has already proved itself to be
a thoroughly sound and satisfactory one from
every other point of view.

Mlr. Clydesdale: Have not thle municipal
councils and roads boards been trying to do
those things?

'Capt. CARTER: Yes, but ineffectively.
Mr. Clydesdale: It is very easy to talk like

that.
Capt. CARTER: I know the difficulties of

the hon. member in his mayoral chair. I
would not have them on my mind.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: You have given no
time to municipal work, and therefore do not
understand it.

Capt. CARTER: I understand it from the
point of view of one who reads as he walks.
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T do not go about with mny eyes closed. I
apopreciate the situation with which these
geiitlemeii are faced. I recognise that they
are facing it courageously, and doing yeoman
service, But the point is that they are not
rendering effective service. Vill the member
for Canning (Mr. Clydesdale) tell me that
they are doing effective service0 Will he say
that he is not game to try another scheme
which will give effective service?

'Mr, (:lviesale: Undoubtedly I am gamne.

(apt. C ARTER: Then T fail to understand
the lion,. member's objection to my proposal.
We cannot afford to neglect the roads any
longer. I hope that the Government will take
into serious consideration the introduction of
a Bill which will comprise the -main elements
of the Victorian Roads Act which I have out-
lined. I believe it would be beneficiail not
from a pleasure-seekcr 's point of view, but
train the point of view of the producer and
his children who have to travel over these
roaids to school. I know the State very tbor-
oughly by road, and I know that the roads
can be made a great deal better if effectively
handled, at a great deal less cost than miem-
hers may think. By the appointment of a
board such as that outlined tinder the Vie'
torian Act, there is a possibility' of greatly
improving our roads. We have had a very
pleasant period with congratulattions andl
felicitations since we have met, bnt we should
not allow these feelings to overcome the eie-
meats of coninioki sense in practice and
reality. We are up against a tough proposi-
tion as a State, which, to say the least of it,
is a serious one. It is necessary for us to
pull together as a House and as a people it'
wve are to do that which is our jobt The
memiber for North' East Frenmantle (Hon. WV.
tC. Angwin) in time course of~his speet-h said
tint no body of men liked strikes less than
the workers themselves. I agree with that
hion. member and I also agree with the mni-
ber for South Fremantle, when hie stated that
in Western Australia we have a fine record
in conection with the elimination of indus-
trial troubles. At the same time, I pleaid to
members as a whole to use their be'st endea'
vours to Iiniinate that 'hot head'" clement
that Exists on the Opposition side.

S Ion. W. C. Angwin: It exists on your
side as well.

('apt. CARTER: I1 am not saying that it
does not exist oil the Ministerial side of the
Ilonse as wvell, but I1 trust that it will be 1)05-
Aible in the future for sweet reason to obtain
between the amemnbers of both parties, enabling
at least a fair and, sane view to be taken of
questions that present themselves in this Chami-
her. It is all very well for a member to say
-and everyone of us perhaps have our mo-
inents of ''hot nir"l-that it does not mnatter

* if a hotel should conic down so long as no
lives are lost. If we cannot safeguard pro-
perty, wve cannot safeguard lives. The -same)
necessity to protect property holders exists
as for the protection of the n'orkers, for we
must stand by both. If that loyalty to oar

obligations which is our bouoden duty, will
guide us in our deliberations outside the
I-louse-I am speaking particularly to those
who wield great influence among the workers
aind to those on the Ministerial side who
carry influence with the employers-Il believe
that a spirit of amnity and reasonableness can
be brought to bear uapon the affirs of this
State. I also believe that Western Australia
is in for a better and mfore happy time. I
understand that it is usual for members to
state exactly where they stand. I have heard
that it is usual for a member to say that he
supports the Government and then to criti-
else the Governmxeat, or that he supports the
Opposition and then to criticise the Opposi-
tion. My position is one that 1 can describe
in one word, -My first debate in this House
took place onl the first day I entered the build-
ing when. I was charged by another mnember,
who shall be nanieless, with the dreadful
crimie of being a Nationalist. That meumber
said that I had no right to call myself a
Nationalist and contended that he was just
as good a Nationalist as I n-as, If that is.
so, I am very glad. In the case of that par-
titular member, I know that is right, and if
each one of us conld bye a Nationalist in the
one and true mieaning of the word, there
would be a mnuch better :Feeling of amiity
amongst us and throughout the State. I be-
lieve a Nationalist is a man who will stand
Up to his obligations and will see to it that
his professions are, a first charge upon his
obligations. Ile is a. man who will see that
the redemption of his promises is ak first
Charge upon his enlergy. I1 believe that a
Nationalist, front a political point of view
and an Australian point of view, is a man
who is so proud of atralia, of Auistralian
ina, and of Aiistralian ideals and aspira-
tions that he makes these things a first call
upon his streugth. He is a manl who will
stand four square in upholding law and order
and constituted authority. I believe he stands
for freedom of speech and thought in poli-
tics, in religion and in civil life and in all
things that mnake life worth living. Finally,
TF believe-perhaps; I should have mentioned
it tlrst--that lie is a man who gives fealty to
his Most Gracious 'Majesty the King. These
are mny political planks and that is where I
stand.

On motion by 'Mr. 'Mann, debate adjouned.

Rouse adjournzed tit 10.48 p.
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